BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FINANCE COMMITTEE

January 13, 2016
The Finance Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, January 13, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Conference Room. The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman Lucious Abrams.  Others present were Commissioners Allen DeLaigle and George Deloach.  Also in attendance were Public Works Director Jesse Burke; Road Superintendent, Paul Burke and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
The Committee first considered the bids for a two new backhoe loaders for the Road Department.  The bids were opened at the meeting the previous night.  They are listed here:
	BIDDER
	 COST PER EACH 
	TOTAL

	BORDER EQUIPMENT
	 $                    64,827.20 
	 $           129,654.40 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT 
	 $                    69,500.00 
	 $           139,000.00 

	J & B TRACTOR CO, INC
	 $                    83,000.00 
	 $           166,000.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS 
	 $                    76,537.00 
	 $           153,074.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS (ALTERNATE BID)
	 $                    75,933.00 
	 $           151,866.00 


All bids met the specs according to the Road Department staff.  When asked for a recommendation by the Committee, Mr. Burke stated that he would like the Board to buy one Case loader from Border and the alternate Caterpillar loader from Yancey Brothers.  After some discussion on the topic, Mr. DeLaigle moved to purchase a backhoe loader from Border Equipment at $64,827.20 and a backhoe loader from Yancey Brothers at $75,933.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion passed 3 to 0.

After that, the Committee addressed the bids for a cab and chassis for a new tire repair truck for the Road Department.  There was only one bid submitted at the previous night’s meeting.  Mizell Ford gave a bid of $23,989.00.  Mr. Burke reported that the low bid meets the specs for the truck.  Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to award the bid on the truck to Mizell Ford.  Mr. Deloach gave the second.  The motion carried unanimously.  

The Committee then considered the issue of the County conducting business with Commissioners and other elected officials.  While the Administrator had brought up the issue because we were not getting enough bids on tractors and mowers recently, the Committee discussed the value of keeping a good reputation versus getting the best price available.  The Committee determined that accountability and credibility before the tax payers has a value that exceeds the savings from having an extra bidder.  After discussing the matter thoroughly, Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to stick with the current state policy prohibiting the County from conducting business with Commissioners.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.
Next the Committee heard a request from Judge Jackson Cox to fill a vacant Accountability Courts Director position.  The Administrator pointed out that the current program administrator resigned today effective the end of January.  The Judge needs to get started on filling the position to keep the program running effectively.  Mr. Deloach moved to authorize the Judge to advertise and hire an Accountability Courts Director.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second.  The motion passed 3 to 0.  
The only other item of business was to review and sign the invoices for the month December.  All invoices were approved by the Committee for payment.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m.
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