BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
January 29, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Thursday January 29, 2015 at 5:30 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Allen DeLaigle.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, George Deloach and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; County Attorney Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Chris Mann.  He stated that he came into to the Tax Commissioners Office and inquired about getting his mother qualified for the senior tax exemption.  He also asked about his own situation but was told that he made too much money to qualify.  The Administrator pointed out that Mr. Mann only became eligible in 2012 when he turned 65.  He is therefore only asking for a refund of 2013 school taxes only.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant a refund of overpaid 2013 school taxes to Mr. Mann.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Next on the agenda was a request from Clerk of Courts, Sherri Cates.  She was asking for permission to fill a vacant full time position and for the Board to create a temporary part time position for Amber Smith who will be going to school part time.  She stated that Ms Smith would be willing to work part time while she is in school.  This would give her time to find another Deputy Clerk and get her trained.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the filling of the vacant full time position and the creation of a temporary part time position through the end of May.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Annie H. Patterson.  Mrs. Patterson stated that she had been misinformed by the Tax Commissioners Office about the senior exemption and he was told that he was not eligible.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mrs. Patterson.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion and it carried on a 4 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Mrs. Willie Frances Russell for a refund of school taxes she says were overpaid in error.  Mrs. Russell’s granddaughter stated that she had been given bad information at Tax Commissioners Office when she was told that she was not qualified for the exemption due to her income. Mr. Deloach made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mrs. Russell’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
The last item of business was a request from the State Court Judge, Jack Cox to fill two vacant positions associated with the Accountability Courts program.  He had written the Board asking to fill a vacant Placement Advisor position and a vacant Jobs Initiative Coordinator position.  Judge Cox was away at training for new judges and could not attend the meeting.  After hearing that the two positions had been budgeted and were being paid from grant funds, Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Judge to fill the vacancies.  Mrs. Kelly made the second and the motion carried with all four voting in favor.
There were a few questions from the Board concerning the status of Chairman Crockett’s recovery from surgery.  The Administrator reported that the news from Houston was good and he should be returning next week sometime.  The Board asked to send flowers to express their concern.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:58 PM.
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