BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
AIRPORT COMMITTEE

October 21, 2015
The Airport Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, October 21, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Conference Room. The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman Lucious Abrams.  Other committee members present were Commissioners George Deloach and Terry Kelly.  Also in attendance were Airport Consultant, Jack Mayfield; DOT Aviation Program Representative, Danny Doyle and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
The first item of business was to discuss the Airport Capital Improvement Plan.  The Committee went over all the projects on the FY 16 list.  They determined that their top two priorities were to remove the obstructions around the airport and to extend the runway to 5000 feet.  After that they wanted to put in a fuel farm and then build some t-hangars to be rented out.  
Next the Committee discussed funding options for the projects on the list.  Danny Doyle reported that the FAA has $150,000 each year designated for our airport.  There is occasionally some discretionary money to add to it.  He also pointed out that due to the increase in aviation fuel tax, the DOT will have funds for airports starting in January.  The FAA funds require a 5% match from the County.  The DOT funds will require a 25% match but will be easier to obtain.  The conclusion of the discussion was that we would be near the front of the line for DOT funds if we have a project ready to go in January and if we have the funds for our share of the match.  The Administrator noted that we can use our TSPLOST funds to match the state and federal funds.  The consensus was to have both projects submitted for funding for the coming fiscal year.
After the discussion had concluded, Mr. Deloach made a motion to set the obstruction removal as the top priority and the runway extension as the next priority.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion carried with all three voting in favor.  Mr. Mayfield indicated he would take this direction and update the 5 year Capital Improvement Plan in time for the Board to approve at its November 10th meeting.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:07 p.m.
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