BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
October 23, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Thursday October 23, 2014 at 6:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach, and Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal from R. C. Abrams for a refund of a portion of his school taxes that he says were overpaid due to being denied an exemption by the previous Tax Commissioner.  Mrs. Abrams spoke on behalf of her husband and stated that they have overpaid approximately $400 per year for the last three years.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant a refund of school taxes to Mr. and Mrs. Abrams.  Mrs. Kelly made the second and the motion carried with all in favor. 
Next on the agenda was a refund request appeal from Larry Askew.  Mr. Askew was not present but Commissioner Deloach stated that he had discussed the matter with Mr. Askew.   He noted that Mr. Askew had talked with the Tax Commissioner and was told he made too much money to qualify for the exemption.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of school taxes to Mr. Askew.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
After that the Commissioners heard an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Isaac Beard.  The request had been reviewed by the Tax Commissioner and Administrator and they had recommended denial due to lack of evidence supporting the claim.  Mr. Beard addressed the Board, stating that he had spoken to Cynthia McManus on two occasions.  He said that she told him he did not qualify for the exemption due to his income.  He added that he is not one to question authority.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Isaac Beard.  Mr. Abrams seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from James and Shirley Gray for a refund of school taxes they say were overpaid in error.  They said that they talked to Mrs. McManus when they turned 65 in 2012.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2012 and 2013 for Mr. and Mrs. Gray.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion.  It was approved with all voting in favor.  

The Commission then heard from Connie Smith who was appealing to the Board for a refund of School Taxes that she says were overpaid during the last three years.  Mrs. Smith stated that she spoke with Marsha Greiner and her neighbors and was told there was an income limit to the school tax exemption for seniors.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant a refund of overpaid taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Connie Smith.  Mrs. Kelly made the second.  The motion carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
After that Glen Widener addressed the Board to consider refunding him overpaid school taxes for 2012.  He said he went into the office when he turned 65 and was denied the exemption.  He has since gone back and gotten the local senior school tax exemption.  He admitted that he didn’t have anything in writing to show he had been in to talk with the staff.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to refund the Widener’s the overpaid school taxes for 2012.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 
The Board also discussed the purchase of the Collins Warehouse property for the new Judicial Center.  They Administrator stated that he was in negotiations with Mr. Collins and would bring back a proposal to the Board for approval next week.

The Board asked about the possibility of purchasing a parcel adjacent to the new EOC site to square up the property lines.  The Administrator noted he would look into this as well.

Mr.  Abrams asked about getting a meeting with the Hospital Authority, City Council and Sheriff to discuss protocol for handling mentally ill and other persons in custody of law enforcement who were taken to the hospital for treatment.  The Administrator suggested contacting each agency and Mayor to have them address the problem with in their organization.  He agreed to make contact the next day and express the Board’s concern about the situation.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:31 PM.
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