BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
October 29, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday October 29, 2014 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach, and Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to reconsider the granting of a refund to James & Shirley Gray of a portion of his school taxes that they say were overpaid due to being denied an exemption by the previous Tax Commissioner.  It was pointed out by the current Tax Commissioner, Marion Jackson, that the Grays do not have the standard homestead exemption that is a prerequisite for the Local School Tax Exemption.  Mrs. Gray stated that they first moved to Waynesboro in 1987 and bought a house in 1989.  She was under the impression that they already had the homestead exemption.  When Mr. Gray turned 65 they talked to the Tax Commissioner about getting the additional exemption and were told that they made too much money.  Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren reminded the Board that the State sets the deadlines for homestead exemptions and the Board should not allow people to go back after they missed the deadlines.  Chairman Crockett noted that the Board cannot set a precedent of waiving deadlines and prerequisites.  Mrs. Kelly suggested that we need to make more information available to the public.  After considerable discussion on the matter, Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to rescind the refund and deny the reimbursement of school taxes for Mr. and Mrs. Gray.  Mrs. Kelly made the second and the motion passed with Commissioners Crockett, Kelly and DeLaigle voting in favor and Commissioners Abrams and Deloach against.  
Next on the agenda was a refund request appeal from Paul and Louise Dye.  Mr. Askew was not present but it was noted that Mrs. Dye had been ill recently. Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of school taxes for the Dye’s.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
After that the Commissioners heard an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Gaylen Richmond.  The request had been reviewed by the Tax Commissioner and Administrator and they had recommended denial due to lack of evidence supporting the claim.  Mr. Richmond addressed the Board, stating that he had spoken to Cynthia McManus on many occasions.  He said that she told him he did not qualify for the exemption due to his income. Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Gaylen Richmond.  Mr. Deloach seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Rosemary Robbins for a refund of school taxes they say were overpaid in error.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mrs. Robbins.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was approved with all voting in favor.  

Mr. Abrams moved to go into executive session to discuss the purchase of property.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  
Mr. Deloach made a motion to go back into regular session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an executive session affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second and this motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Abrams then made a motion to purchase the Collins Warehouse Property (W11-003, W11-005 & W11-006) for $1.5 million for the site of the Judicial Center complex. Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed with all five in favor.   

The last item of business was to amend the contract with C&H Paving to add paving of Landfill Road and the parking area at the new Scalehouse.  The Administrator noted that C&H had won the bid for our LMIG paving work and had agreed to extend the same unit prices to this project since they were already in the County.  Mr. Abrams moved to amend the contract with allow C&H Paving to allow for the paving work at the Landfill for $37,660.00.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:12 PM.
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