BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
October 7, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday October 7, 2014 at 6:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach, and Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal of a request from Melvin Bell for a refund of overpaid taxes.  Mr. Bell had submitted an application for a refund of 2013 & 2014 taxes because the VA had delayed his determination of 100% disability which allows him an exemption from all property taxes.  In July of 2014 he received notice that he was disabled as of June 2013.  He is asking the County to go back and refund taxes for 2013 and to waive taxes that are yet to be paid for 2014.  His request was reviewed by the Tax Commissioner and Administrator as per the process established by the Board.  He was denied upon that review because there was no error on the part of the County or its employees.  The Board heard from Mr. Bell who stated that he had served his country and was injured.  He retired in 2011. The VA was negligent in getting his disability approved in a timely manner.   Mr. DeLaigle asked about how much the overpaid tax was.  Mr. Bell said his tax bill was around $2700 per year.  When there were no more questions, the Board discussed the precedent that would be set by granting a refund that waived the deadlines set in State law. Chairman asked what the pleasure of the Board was in regard to this request.  No motion was made, thus the request was deemed to be denied due to lack of motion.
Next the Board heard from Matt Abrams who was appealing his denial of a request for refund of taxes that he says were overpaid due to being denied a senior citizens school tax exemption.  He stated that he spoke with a clerk in the Tax Commissioners Office several years ago and was told that he made too much money to qualify for the exemption.  It was noted that there was an income qualification for 2004 but not one for any year after that.  Commissioner Lucious Abrams said that our senior citizens have done everything we have asked of them for years.  He added that it is our responsibility to take care of our seniors.  He said that I am going to vote to grant the refund.  Mr. DeLaigle stated that he would as well.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant a refund for Roosevelt Anthony, Jimmy & Marilyn Perkins and Matt Abrams.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson, cautioned the Board to take each one separately and look at each on its own merits.  Mr. Deloach withdrew his motion and made a new motion to grant the refund requested by Matt Abrams for 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  Mr. Abrams seconded this motion and it passed unanimously.  
After that the Commissioners heard an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Jimmy and Marilyn Perkins.  The request had been reviewed by the Tax Commissioner and Administrator and they had recommended denial due to lack of evidence supporting the claim.  Mr. Perkins addressed the Board, stating that he had spoken to Cynthia McManus when he turned 65.  He said that she told him he did not qualify for the exemption due to his income.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Jimmy and Marilyn Perkins.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Roosevelt Anthony.  Though he was not in attendance, they reviewed his documentation.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the request for a refund for Roosevelt Anthony.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It was approved with all voting in favor.  

Mr. Bell expressed his dissatisfaction with the actions of the Commissioners.  

The next item on the agenda was the purchase of property for a new Emergency Operations Center.  The Administrator reported that the Sydney Rangeley and Annette Daniel Wetmore had accepted the County’s offer to purchase their 87 acre parcel for $600,000.  The property would be used for building a new EOC and for expansion of the EMA headquarters station and for future recreation needs.  Mr. Deloach moved to purchase the land at the corner of US 25 and State Highway 24, parcel 074-045 for the amount of $600,000 plus closing costs.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second and the motion carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:59 PM.
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