BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
November 11, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday November 11, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First, the Board considered the minutes of meetings held on October 14th, 15th, 23rd, 29th and November 5th.  Mrs. Kelly moved to approve the minutes as prepared.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  
Next the Commissioners heard from Fred and Zennie Houston who came to request all their past school taxes as well as interest to be paid for taxes that were overpaid since 2008.  The Houston’s had requested and received a refund of three years of overpaid school taxes.  They were now back to request interest and previous years of taxes.  The County Attorney responded that the Commissioners have done all that the law allows them to do.  Mr. Houston quoted a section of the Georgia Code that related to income taxes.  Mr. Fleming tried to correct his misunderstanding of the law and agreed to discuss the issue with Mr. Houston after the meeting.  No action was taken by the Board on the request.    
After that, the Commissioners opened bids for the purchase of a half ton pickup truck for the Road Department.  There was only one bid, that coming from Mizell Ford.  It was for $20,994.00.  The bid was referred to the Finance Committee for review and award.
Next the Board opened bids for the purchase of a self-propelled broom.  Bids came in as follows:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 $                  52,936.00 

	COWIN EQUIPMENT
	 $                  43,635.00 

	REYNOLDS WARREN EQUIPMENT
	 $                  53,200.00 

	TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY
	 $                  50,300.00 


The bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.  It was requested by the Finance Chairman that the staff be given a week to review the bids before putting them on the Finance Committee agenda.  

The Commissioners then opened bids for a small Motorgrader for the Road Department.  The bids received are listed below:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 $            197,088.00 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT
	 $            164,900.00 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT - DEMO 
	 $            176,900.00 

	REYNOLDS WARREN EQUIPMENT
	 $            182,000.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS
	 $            184,192.00 


These bids were also referred to the Finance Committee for approval.

After that the Board had a bid opening for the purchase of a large Motorgrader.  The bids came in as follows for the Motorgrader:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 $            166,346.00 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT
	 $            189,897.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS
	 $            224,414.00 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT
	 $            193,090.35 


The bids were also referred to the Finance Committee.
Next the Commissioners opened bids on a Wheeled Front End Loader for the Transfer Station.  The bids for this item came in as follows:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 $             103,010.00 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT (G.J.&L.)
	 $             118,000.00 

	TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY
	 $             138,500.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS
	 $             102,305.00 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT
	 $             118,015.77 


This bid was submitted to the Finance Committee for review and award.

The Board then had a bid opening for the purchase of a bulldozer.  Listed below are the bids for the new dozer:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 NO BID 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT (G.J.&L.)
	 $            140,900.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS EQUIPMENT
	 $            148,842.00 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT
	 $            213,725.07 


These bids were forwarded to the Finance Committee for consideration and approval.

After that the Commissioners opened the bids for the purchase of a tandem dump truck.  The County received five bids for this truck.  They are listed below:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	FREIGHTLINER OF AUGUSTA
	 $                 93,673.00 

	NEXTRAN TRUCK CENTERS
	 $               117,632.52 

	NEXTRAN TRUCK CENTERS
	 $               132,362.59 

	BUNCH TRUCK & EQUIPMENT
	 $               128,710.95 

	BUNCH TRUCK & EQUIPMENT
	 $               106,609.72 


The bids for this purchase were also referred to the Finance Committee for review and action.

Next the Board opened bids for the purchase of a Front Loader Refuse Truck.  The bids came in as listed below:
	BIDDER
	 BID 

	BUNCH TRUCK & EQUIPMENT - 1
	 $                217,188.00 

	BUNCH TRUCK & EQUIPMENT - 2
	 $                225,246.00 

	CES
	 $                247,953.00 

	CONSOLIDATED TRUCKS - 1
	 $                210,527.00 

	CONSOLIDATED TRUCKS - 2
	 $                220,100.00 

	CONSOLIDATED TRUCKS - 3 
	 $                241,100.00 

	CONSOLIDATED TRUCKS - 4
	 $                207,597.00 

	YANCEY TRUCK CENTERS
	 $                226,994.00 


This bid was submitted to the Finance Committee for award after review by the staff.
The Commissioners then opened bids for the purchase of a tractor with a boom mower.  The bids for this purchase are listed here:

	BIDDER
	 BID 

	REYNOLDS WARREN EQUIPMENT
	 $              104,000.00 

	ATLANTIC & SOUTHERN EQUIPMENT
	 $              133,702.00 

	FLINT EQUIPMENT
	 $              132,560.05 

	J&B TRACTOR
	 $                 99,708.00 


The bids for the tractor were also referred to the Finance Committee for approval.
After that, the Board opened bids for the purchase of two firetrucks for the EMA.  There was only one bid for these trucks.  Fireline, Inc. bid $483,178.00 for the two trucks.  This bid was referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.

The Commissioners then opened proposals from architects interested in developing specs for the renovation of the Courthouse annex and Clocktower.  Proposals were submitted by Carter Watkins and Dickinson Architects.  Carter Watkins would do the work for a 6% fee.  Dickinson proposed to do the work for $18,000.  This project was referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.
Next the Board opened proposals for developing specs for the renovation of the Recreation Department Headquarters.  The County received two bids from architects for the project.  Carter Watkins proposed to do the project for a 6% fee, Dickinson Architects for a flat fee of $19,000.  These proposals were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.
After that, the Commissioners considered a contract with the Georgia DOT for the purchase of a van and a mini-bus for the Burke Transit program.  The total cost for the purchase of the two vehicles is $79,775 with the County’s share only being $7,977.50.  Mr. Abrams moved to enter the agreement with DOT for the shuttle bus and van.  Mrs. Kelly made the second and the motion carried with all in favor. 
Next the Board heard a request from EMA Director Rusty Sanders for a purchase order for radio equipment from Savannah Communications.  The Administrator noted that the funds had been appropriated in the budget for this year and that the prices were from the State Bid list.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize the purchase of the $169,000 in radio equipment from Savannah Communication.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.    

The Commissioners then considered a request from the Library Board to fill a vacant Student Library Assistant position.  Mrs. Kelly moved to fill the vacant student assistant position.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second.  The motion carried on a unanimous vote.
The next item of business was a request from the Sheriff’s Office to hire an additional Dispatcher to fill in for dispatchers who are out on sick leave and workers comp leave.  This is an additional position that is needed only until it is determined if the employees who are out on long term leave are going to be able to come back to work.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the new dispatcher position.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second and the motion passed on a 5 to 0 vote.
The Commissioners then considered first reading of Ordinance 14-02, an ordinance amending the Alcoholic Beverages ordinance to account for the changes approved by the voters on November 4th.  The Board suggested that they wanted to do a study of the fees for selling distilled spirits by the drink and for the closing hours in nearby cities and adjacent counties.  Action on this item was tabled until the staff is able to do some research and a worksession can be set up.
The Board then heard a request from the Administrator to authorize the filling of the vacant Development Director position.  He noted that the Director had notified him recently that he was going to retire.  He pointed out that the Development Authority wanted to move quickly to hire a firm to help them find a new director.  After some discussion on the process and who would make the final hire, Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Development Authority to do a nationwide search for an Economic Development Director to include the County Administrator in the process as their representative and to bring back a recommendation to the Commissioners for final approval.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed with all five voting in favor. 
Mrs. Ceresa Kirk then came before the Board to ask that they consider paving Mandeson Circle.  She said that she lived on this road for 20 years and it was in rough shape.  She noted that the road was accepted as a County road on April 7, 2003.  She and several others in the audience stated that they really need it paved.  Mr. Crockett noted that we have a lot of dirt roads in the County and then referred this issue to the Public Works Committee.
After that, Mary Diddly asked the Board to pave Golden Eagle Lane a private road off of Corley Road and Farmers Bridge Road.  It was noted by the Administrator that the County was prohibited by law from working on private roads.  

Mr. Jesse Burke noted that they are finishing up paving of Winter Rd. and Farmers Bridge Rd. They are working on paving Sam Mead Road too.   Also he has crews trying to maintain dry dirt roads and keep up with the trash around the county.  
EMA Director, Rusty Sanders, reported that the equipment approved tonight would allow the other departments to begin to purchase their new radios.  This equipment is needed so the other radios will work together.    

Finance Director, Michael Wiseman, reported that he is working with Loren Barnhart to install an upgrade to the County’s accounting software.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:29 PM.
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