BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
November 5, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday November 5, 2014 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach, and Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Sidney Cox, Sr.  He stated that he had applied several times for the senior tax exemption but was told that he made too much money to qualify.  He only heard recently that income was not a factor.  It was noted by the Tax Commissioner that Mr. Cox has only had the homestead exemption on property for which he made application since 2012.  He would not be eligible for the senior tax exemption on this parcel prior to that date.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund of overpaid 2012 & 2013 school taxes to Mr. Sidney Cox on Parcel 074A-028.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Next on the agenda was a refund request appeal from Gwen Ready Florence.  Mrs. Florence was not present but it was noted that she had asked to be rescheduled for the next week.  Mr. Abrams asked if there were any unusual circumstances related to her request.  The Administrator noted that in her statement, Mrs. Florence says she visited Mrs. McManus and was told that she did not qualify for the Senior Homestead School Tax Exemption.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of school taxes for Mrs. Florence.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.
The Board then considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Mr. Jones Gresham.  Mr. Gresham had applied for a refund of 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes because he was entitled to an exemption due to his age.  He says he was denied the exemption because of his income.  However the Administrator pointed out that Mr. Gresham had not applied for the standard homestead exemption until this year.  It was further noted that Mr. Gresham didn’t own the property until May 2012 when it was deeded to him by his son.  Mr. Gresham addressed the Board and disputed the facts that were presented.  He argued with the County Attorney about the law surrounding exemptions.  He demanded to know if there was a law that required him to apply for the homestead exemption.  He said since there was no law he was entitled to the refund even though he had never applied.  He said that the house and one acre have not changed hands since 1968.  He stated that just because he didn’t file for the exemption, you are not going to give me my money back.  It was pointed out that the tax records show that he didn’t apply.  He thanked the Board for their time and challenged them to do what’s right.  The Commissioners decided to table the issue to allow staff time to investigate the matter further and see if he had applied and if the property was owned by Mr. Gresham during the years for which he is claiming a refund.  
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of 2013 school taxes from Brad Kyzer.  The request had been reviewed by the Tax Commissioner and Administrator and they had recommended denial due to lack of evidence supporting the claim.  Mr. Kyzer was not present at the meeting due to conflicting work schedule but the Administrator related what he had stated in his application for the refund.  He had spoken to Tax Commissioners Office when he moved from Richmond County.  He said that they told him he did not qualify for the exemption due to his income. Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2013 for Brad Kyzer.  Mr. Deloach seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Danny Meeks for a refund of school taxes they say were overpaid in error.  Mr. Meeks stated that he had asked the previous Tax Commissioner about the exemption when he turned 65 and was denied due to his income.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for Mr. Meeks.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was approved with all voting in favor.  

The Commissioners then heard from Elizabeth and Scott Messenger-Gossett concerning their appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes.  Mr. Messenger-Gossett stated that on three occasions he asked for the exemption but were denied.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to grant a refund of overpaid school taxes for 2011, 2012 & 2013 for Mr. and Mrs. Messenger-Gossett.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried with all five in favor.
The last item of business was a request from the Clerk of Superior Court to fill several vacancies in her office.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Clerk of Courts to fill the vacancies that she has in her office this week.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:07 PM.
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