BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
December 10, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday December 10, 2014 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson; County Attorney Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The next item of business was to hold a Public Hearing on a proposed increase in the millage rate over the rollback millage rate.  The only one to speak was Phillip Wren who stated that he is against taxes but understands that we have to have them.  The Administrator noted that the Board will set the millage rates in at a called meeting on December 17th.  

The next item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mrs. Jewell Grogan.  She stated that he came into to the Tax Commissioners Office and applied for the senior tax exemption but was told that he made too much money to qualify.  Mr. Deloach moved to refund of overpaid 2011, 2012 & 2013 school taxes to Mrs. Grogan.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Next on the agenda was a refund request for overpaid taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013 from Billie Barefield.  Mrs. Barefield noted that she has told that she was not eligible for the school tax exemption due to her income. Mr. Deloach moved to grant the refund of 2011, ‘12 & ‘13 school taxes for Mrs. Barefield.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Mrs. Frankie Blackburn Hall.  The request had been reviewed by the Tax Commissioner and Administrator and they found that Mrs. Blackburn Hall had moved in 2012 and had not established homestead exemption in the new residence for 2013.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2011 and 2012 for Mrs. Blackburn-Hall.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.

Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Henderson & Sarah Upchurch for a refund of school taxes she says were overpaid in error.  Mrs. Upchurch stated that she had been given bad information at Tax Commissioners Office when she was told that she was not qualified for the exemption due to her income. Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for the Upchurch’s school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
The next item of business was to hear a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Arthur Long Sr.  Mr. Long stated that the Tax Commissioner told him that he didn’t qualify for the local age 65 exemption due to his income.  It was noted that Mr. Long came in and qualified for the School Tax Exemption in 2013 so he is only requesting a refund for 2011 and 2012.  Mr. Deloach moved to refund his overpaid taxes for 2011 and 2012.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  

Then the Board heard a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Isaiah Bennefield.  Mr. Bennefield reported that he went into the office and was told that he was not eligible for the refund.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the request for a refund of the 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

After that the Board heard a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mrs. Donna Hood.  Mrs. Hood reported that the Tax Commissioner told her that she didn’t qualify for the local age 65 exemption due to her income.  It was noted that Mrs. Hood came in and qualified for the School Tax Exemption in 2013 so she is only requesting a refund for 2011 and 2012.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund the overpaid taxes for 2011 and 2012 for Donna Hood.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  

The next item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mrs. Brenda McBride.  She stated that he came into to the Tax Commissioners Office and applied for the senior tax exemption but was told that he made too much money to qualify.  Mrs. Kelly moved to refund of overpaid 2011, 2012 & 2013 school taxes to Mrs. McBride.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Then the Board heard a request for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mrs. Maryann Yoder.  Mrs. Yoder reported that she went into the office and was told that she was not eligible for the refund.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant the request for a refund of the 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

After that the Commissioners heard an appeal for a refund of School Taxes from Marian and Jerry Wilson.  Mr. Wilson stated that he was told by the Tax Commissioner’s Office that his income was too high to qualify for the school tax exemption.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant a refund of overpaid school taxes to the Wilson’s for 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.  
The next business for the Board was to hear an appeal from Mr. Paul Dyson for a refund of overpaid school taxes for the past three years.  The Administrator read Mr. Dyson’s request to the Board stating that he had been told that he did not qualify for the exemption.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to grant the refund of 2011, 2012 & 2013 school taxes for Paul Dyson.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion carried unanimously.

Billy Hopper then came before the Board to request a refund of overpaid school taxes.  He had also been told the wrong information by the Tax Commissioners Office.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to grant a refund of 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes to Mr. Hopper.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed.  

The final item on the agenda was a request from Dub Harper, Jr. for a refund of school taxes overpaid in 2011, 2012 & 2013.  He stated that he was told by the Tax Commissioner’s Office that he didn’t qualify for the exemption and didn’t pursue it any further.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant the refund of the overpaid taxes for the three years in question.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second and the motion was approved unanimously.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:24 PM.
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