BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
December 9, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday December 9, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First, the Board considered the minutes of meetings held on November 11th, 12th, 19th and December 3rd.  Mrs. Kelly moved to approve the minutes as prepared.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  
Next the Commissioners considered an application for a Local Maintenance and Improvement Grant from the Georgia DOT.  The Administrator explained that the County is eligible for $662,040.82 for road work in 2015.  In order to get the grant, we must state what projects we will use the funds on and there is a 10% match requirement.  The Road Department has suggested that we resurface Bates Road and Stoney Bluff Road with the LMIG funds.  Mr. Deloach moved to approve the LMIG application.  Mr. Abrams made the second and the motion carried with all in favor.
The next item on the agenda for the Commissioners was final reading of Ordinance 14-02, an ordinance amending the Alcoholic Beverages ordinance to account for the changes approved by the voters on November 4th.  The Board discussed the changes made at first reading related to closing times.  It was noted that the current version sets last call on Saturday night for 12:00 midnight.  It is at 1:00 a.m. for Monday through Friday nights.  The consensus of the Board was to change the closing time on Saturday night to 1:00 a.m. as well.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt Ordinance 14-02 on second reading with the change in the closing time on Saturday night would be 1:00 a.m. (Sunday morning).  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed with all voting in favor. 
After that, the Commissioners heard a request for a purchase order for new radio equipment for the Sheriff’s Department.  The proposal is to buy radios and base station equipment off the approved state bid price list from Savannah Communications.  This new equipment is needed to be compatible with our new radio system and tower equipment.  The cost is $75,552.41 and has been included in the FY 15 budget according to the Administrator.  Mr. Abrams moved to award the PO to Savannah Communications for radio equipment for the Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.  
The Board then considered a request for a PO for the purchase of new radios for the Road Department.  The department wants to buy radios and base equipment from Savannah Communications off the State Bid list.  The radios will be compatible with the County’s new radio system.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to authorize the purchase of $79,128.45 in radio equipment from Savannah Communications for the Road Department.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it was approved with all voting in favor.
After that the Board addressed an update to the Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The Administrator explained that the staff has been working with the Cities and the CSRA Regional Commission to develop an update to the County’s current Hazard Mitigation Plan.  It was noted that the new plan takes into account the need for generators and the problems associated with ice storms and other natural disasters.  He added that the plan has been reviewed by GEMA and FEMA staff and received their blessing.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to adopt the update to the County’s Pre-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Plan.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Next the Commissioners reviewed the proposed Title VI plan for Burke Transit.  The Administrator explained that the staff had drafted a plan that will meet the requirements of the Georgia DOT and the Federal Justice Department for a Title VI Civil Rights plan.  Once adopted, it will be posted on the vans and busses as well as on the County’s website.  Mrs. Kelly made the motion to adopt the Title VI plan for the operation of Burke Transit.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It carried with all voting in favor.  
After that, the Board addressed an appointment to the board of directors to the CSRA Economic Opportunity Authority.  Mr. Abrams has served on that Board for a number of years and has been an active participant.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to reappoint Mr. Abrams to the CSRA EOA Board.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it was approved 5 to 0.  
The Commissioners then considered a lease with Collins Bonded Warehouse to rent back a couple of the units he has recently sold to the County.  He has agreed to rent the office space for $1000/month and to also rent one of the 16,000 square foot warehouse units for $1000/month.  The lease is for a month to month term with each party being able to terminate with a 30 day notice.  The County Attorney stated that he would like to add a provision for insurance and liability.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the lease subject to approval by the County Attorney.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second to the motion and it passed unanimously. 
Next the Board reviewed a lease with Robbie McMillan for use of property at the airport for his Ag Air Operation.  The Administrator noted that Mr. McMillan agreed to the terms of the proposed lease and has already paid for a year in advance.  Mr. Deloach moved to approve the lease with Mr. McMillan.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.  
Mr. Jesse Burke noted that they had finished paving Sam Mead Road.   Also he has crews trying to maintain dry dirt roads and keep up with the trash around the county.  They are playing catch up now.
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman, reported that he is making preparations for auditors who will be in after the first of the year.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:37 PM.
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