BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
February 11, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday February 11, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on January 14th, 15th and February 5th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next on the agenda was a bid opening for the rehabilitation of the runway at the Burke County Airport.  The bids were opened and read as follows:
CONTRACTOR 


SCHEDULE 1 

SCHEDULE 1 AND 2

Reeve's Construction Company 
$ 624,370.50 

$ 725,493.00

Ellis Wood Contracting

$ 678,861.00 

$ 776,259.00

Beams Contracting Inc. 

$ 648,315.00 

$ 767,382.00

Sikes Brothers Inc. 


$ 771,360.00 

$ 906,860.00
These bids were referred to the Airport Committee for review and approval.  Due to the pending ice storm the Airport Committee will be postponed until Wednesday February 19th at 5:00 PM.
After that the Board opened bids for the purchase of a half-ton four wheel drive truck for the Road Department.  The bids came in as listed:

Bidder


Bid

Allen Vigil Ford
$26,079

Mizell Ford

$25,989

These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for approval.  The Finance Committee meeting was postponed until February 19th at 3:00 PM due to the pending ice storm.

Then the Commissioners had a bid opening for the purchase of two tandem dump trucks for the Road Department.  These are the bids submitted:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE EACH 
	 TOTAL 

	FREIGHTLINER OF AUGUSTA
	 $                 94,700.00 
	 $               189,400.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS
	 $               128,080.00 
	 $               256,160.00 

	YANCEY TRUCK CENTER
	 $                 93,145.68 
	 $               186,291.36 


The bids were forwarded to the Finance Committee for review and approval.  

Next the Board considered bids for the purchase of two half-ton pickup trucks.  The bids came in as follows:

	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE EACH  
	TOTAL

	MIZELL FORD
	 $               18,750.00 
	 $             37,500.00 

	ALLEN VIGIL FORD
	 $               17,641.00 
	 $             35,282.00 


These bids were also referred to the Finance Committee for review and award.

Next on the agenda was a bid opening for two bat wing mowers.  The staff indicated that there was a problem with the specs and they asked to rebid this next month.  The Administrator suggested that they not open the bids that might give someone a competitive advantage.  The Board did not open the bids and authorized the staff to rebid this purchase.
After that the Commissioners opened bids for a new motorgrader.  The bids were as follows:
	BIDDER
	 BID PRICE 

	BORDER EQUIPMENT
	 $                             189,897.00 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 $                             182,750.00 

	TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY
	 $                             241,800.00 

	YANCEY BROTHERS
	 $                             231,165.00 


These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for action.

The next item of business was a bid opening on a pneumatic roller for the Road Department.  The bids are listed below:

	BIDDER
	 BID 

	REYNOLDS WARREN EQUIPMENT
	 $                   73,750.00 

	REYNOLDS WARREN EQUIPMENT (ALT)
	 $                   68,500.00 

	ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
	 $                   72,250.00 


These bids were also referred to the Finance Committee for review and award.
The Board then considered a request from the Solicitor General for the State Court asking to replace a vacant Deputy Clerk II position.  Mr. Cox stated that he wanted permission to advertise for both positions in his office, in the event that he promote the current Clerk II up to the Deputy Clerk II position.  He said he wants to bring in one new employee for one of the positions in his office.  He said he wants to maintain the status quo in the office but did add that he felt that bringing in a new person near the bottom of the payscale will save the County money in the budget.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant permission to advertise for the two positions and bring in one new employee.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.  
After that the Commissioners discussed a request to allow the Vehicle Maintenance Department to fill a vacant Mechanic II position.  It was noted that we had a Mechanic resign late last year and that the shop has gotten behind in maintaining the equipment.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to fill the vacancy.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous vote.
Next on the agenda was a request to fill several positions in the Road Department.  Mr. Burke asked to fill a refuse collector, three laborers and a truck driver.  The Administrator pointed out that these are all vacant positions and that the funds are in the budget for each one.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Road Department to fill the positions listed.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously. 

The Commissioners then turned their attention to a request for a Class B Beer and Wine license from Mr. C. M. Patel.  He wanted to get a license for the Jenkins Corner Store at 155 Claxton Road near Girard.  The Administrator noted that the background check, notice and distance requirements had all been met.  There have been no objections to this request.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to grant the Class B Beer License to C. M. Patel.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion passed with all in favor.  
The final item for the Board to consider was to set the qualifying fee for the 2014 special election for State Court Judge if needed.  The Georgia Code requires that a special election be held if an appointment to fill a vacancy occurs more than 6 months before the next General Election. Counties are to set the fees at 3% of the base salary for the position. The Administrator pointed out that the base salary for State Court Judge is $30,508.87 which would make the qualifying fee $915.27.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the fee for qualifying for State Court Judge at $915.27.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second to the motion which passed on a unanimous vote.

Mr. Abrams suggested that the Board honor Judge Daniel who passed away on January 30th with a plaque in the Courthouse or a portrait in the Courtroom.  The Administrator noted that others had mentioned naming one of the courtrooms in the new Judicial Center in his honor and putting a plaque there.  The Courtroom used for State Court would be the best place to honor his memory.
Mr. Jesse Burke stated that they are trying to keep the maintenance on the roads up and the trash picked up.  He added that they have been making preparations for the ice storm to come over the next few days.  He stated that they will put stone screenings on the bridges to keep them open.  
Michael Wiseman pointed out that the auditors are almost finished.  He also noted that the online registration for the Recreation Department has been working smoothly. 
EMA Chief Sanders reported that the forecast is for .75 to 1 inch of ice.  This will cause long lasting power outages and blocked roads.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:01 PM.
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