BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
EMA COMMITTEE
February 18, 2015
The Emergency Management Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, February 18, 2015 at 4:25 p.m. at the Commissioners Conference Room. The meeting was called to order by Commissioner George Deloach. Also present were Commissioner Lucious Abrams and Commissioner Terri Kelly, but Commissioner DeLaigle could not attend.  Also in attendance were EMA Director, Rusty Sanders; Architect Joe Watkins and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
First the Committee reviewed the plans for the location of the new Emergency Operations Center and radio tower.  Mr. Watkins explained that he and Chief Sanders have worked on getting the building and tower in the best location.  There was some discussion about moving the building out of the tree line to avoid additional clearing and to avoid a wet weather pond over the hill.  The next step in the process, Mr. Watkins explained was to get borings done to be able to draw up plans for the tower and guyed wires.  Once plans are complete we can submit them for a permit from the FCC.  The FAA will also have to be notified to review them for conflicts with aircraft.  He felt confident that we could get the permits for a 400 foot tower on the site.  

The process would be to construct a tower, get specs on a building and a good cost estimate, then go to Southern Nuclear for assistance in funding the project.  After that we could go to bid and then construct the building.  Chief Sanders pointed out that this project is moving along but at a slow pace.  He started working on this in 2008.  Mr. Watkins indicated that he would get prices back to the Administrator for the borings and to develop specs for the tower and the building.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.
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