BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
February 18, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday February 18, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, George Deloach and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson; Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren; County Attorney Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes from Mr. Steve Bargeron.  He was not able to attend the meeting due to taking his elderly aunt to the eye doctor.  The Administrator read his statement about how he came into to the Tax Commissioners Office and inquired about getting the senior tax exemption.  He says he was told that he made too much money to qualify.  The Administrator pointed out that Mr. Bargeron only became eligible in 2011 when he turned 65.  He is therefore only asking for a refund of 2012 and 2013 school taxes only.  Mr. Abrams moved to grant a refund of overpaid 2012 & 2013 school taxes to Mr. Bargeron.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed on a vote of 4 to 0.
After that the Commissioners considered an appeal for a refund of school taxes from Ashton Blount.   Commissioner DeLaigle arrived at this point.  Mr. Blount stated that he had been misinformed by the Tax Commissioners Office about the senior exemption and he was told that he was not eligible.  He said that he is requesting 2013 and 2014 taxes to be refunded.  The Administrator pointed out that the taxes have not been paid on the 2014 bill yet and therefore a refund is not in order.  Mrs. Jackson also noted that there were ample notice and opportunity for citizens to apply for the Senior Exemption in 2013 and 2014 so a refund of 2014 taxes is not appropriate.  Mr. Blount stated that he was only seeking a refund of 2013 taxes at this point.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the refund of school taxes for 2013 for Mr. Blount.  Mrs. Kelly seconded this motion and it carried on a 5 to 0 vote.
Next the Board considered the request for an appeal from Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Canady for a refund of school taxes that they say were overpaid in error.  Mr. Canady stated that she had been given bad information at Tax Commissioners Office when he was told that he was not qualified for the exemption due to his income. Mr. Deloach made a motion to grant the request for a refund for 2011, 2012 and 2013 for the Canady’s school taxes.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It was approved unanimously.
The Board then heard from Preston Conner requesting a refund of his overpaid school taxes.  He stated that he inquired when he turned 65 but was told that he didn’t qualify due to his income.  It was noted that Mr. Conner turned 65 in 2011 and therefore is only asking for a refund of 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund the overpaid school taxes to Mr. Conner for 2012 & 2013.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  
The next request came from Mrs. Derossie DeLaigle.  The Administrator read a statement from Joane DeLaigle the executor of the Derossie DeLaigle estate.  She stated that they were qualified for the tax exemption.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund the overpaid school taxes for Mr. & Mrs. Derossie DeLaigle.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried with all voting in favor.

After that, the Board heard a request from Mr. Leonard Hogan on behalf of his wife Ann Hogan.  He told the Board that he was told that they did not meet the requirements of to qualify for the exemption due to his income.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to refund the Hogan’s their overpaid school taxes for 2011, 2012 & 2013.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion carried by a vote of 5 to 0.
Next Mr. Abrams moved to go into executive session to hear an appeal of termination from Brenda Britt.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried with all in favor.

The Board then heard the appeal for reversal of Mrs. Britt’s termination in executive session.
After hearing from Mrs. Britt and then discussing the issue at length, Mr. Abrams made a motion to go back into open session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mrs. Kelly seconded that motion and it passed with all in favor.  

Next the County Attorney gave the Board its options, to uphold the termination, overturn the termination.  They could implement a lesser form of discipline if the termination.  

Mr. Abrams made a motion to uphold the termination.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It failed to gain a majority with Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting in favor, Commissioners DeLaigle and Deloach voting against and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.  

Then Mr. Deloach moved to overturn the termination.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second to this motion.  It also failed to gain a majority with Commissioners DeLaigle and Deloach voting in favor, Commissioners Abrams and Kelly voting against and Commissioner Crockett abstaining.  

The result of no motion gaining a majority is that the termination of employment stands. 

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:21 PM.
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