BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
February 25, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a Called Meeting on Tuesday February 25, 2016 at 4:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  Facility Maintenance Director, Loren Barnhart and EMA Director, Rusty Sanders and County Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.  
The first item for the Board was to consider an appeal for a refund of school taxes.  Mrs. Maryann Yoder was requesting that the Board refund overpaid school taxes from 2014 because she was unaware of a tax exemption that was available to her.  The Board had previously granted her a refund for 2011, 2012 & 2013.  The Administrator explained that the Board has already set a precedent to not grant any refunds for 2014 since the new Tax Commissioner was applying the tax appropriately once she took office in 2013.  It was noted that many seniors saw the notices and signed up for the school tax exemption by the deadline for 2014.  Mrs. Yoder stated that she understood but wanted to ask just in case she was eligible for a refund.  After hearing the issue, the Commissioners explained that they had already set a precedent and there was no motion to grant the refund.
Next the Board discussed the statements of qualifications submitted by architects interested in drawing up the plans for the new judicial center.  Twelve firms submitted proposals and the Commissioners discussed each one.  The Administrator pointed out the work that each had done on courthouse projects in Georgia or throughout the country.  In the end the Board came to consensus that they wanted to interview three firms.  Those three are Carter Watkins Associates, James W. Buckley & Associates, and DPR Architecture.  They agreed to set up another meeting and allow each firm to have 30 minutes to present their credentials for the project.
After that, the Commissioners discussed the bids on the EOC/911 Center project.  EMA Director Rusty Sanders and architect, Ben Carter suggested that we look at starting with the grading and road work while we are trying to determine how to finance the rest of the project.  The low bid was submitted by Lavender Construction.  Mr. Carter recommended getting a price from the low bidder for just the items that were needed now.  The Board asked that he and Chief Sanders work on getting a cost for the site work and bring it back for approval at our next meeting.

The final item on the agenda was to discuss the Historic Courthouse roof reseal project.  A coat of sealant and paint will cover the metal roof on the oldest part of the Courthouse.  The Commissioners discussed whether to use a tin plate or slate shingle on the clocktower.  The architect, Ben Carter, recommended staying with the current metal roof.  He also suggested that historic buildings usually have green, red or bronze colored roofs.  The consensus of the Board was to go with a bronze roof.  

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM.
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