BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RECREATION COMMITTEE

February 4, 2015
The Recreation Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, February 4, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Meeting Room. The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman Lucious Abrams.  Other committee members present were Commissioners Allen DeLaigle and Terry Kelly.  Also in attendance were Recreation Director, Rolene Rowell and County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
The Committee was briefed by the Recreation Director on recent grants that had been applied for.  She reported that they are pursuing a grant to establish a Walk With Ease program and a grant to get a summer intern through the ACCG.  
Next the Committee discussed the Recreation Master Plan for Citizens Park.  Mrs. Rowell explained the original plan.  The group discussed the need for a splash park and for a pool.  The Committee agreed that we needed both.  It was the consensus to pursue a splash park with the City of Waynesboro on the Citizens Park site and to work with the Board of Education to build an Aquatic Center with an enclosed pool on the land recently purchased by the County on the by-pass.  Mr. DeLaigle expressed his concerns about liability insurance and maintenance costs.  Mrs. Rowell was asked to come back with costs to build, maintain and insure both Splash Park and an Aquatic Center.    The Committee also wanted to make a walking track a high priority.  
After that the Committee talked about programs for the summer.  Mrs. Rowell proposed doing a Summer Camp on Wheels that brought an event to five different communities in the County one day per week.  They would move the staff to a new location each day of the week and then have a big group activity at the end of the summer.  She would like to try this for 6 weeks this summer.  Concern was raised by Mrs. Kelly that one day per week was not enough activity.  Then there was concern about how much staff it would take to run activities every day of the week in five or six different locations.  It was agreed to try this approach this summer to see how it works with the mobile summer camp.  The Committee wanted to continue to make our facilities available for church and non-profit groups to use for camps and special events in the summer at no charge.  

Mrs. Kelly suggested that the Recreation Staff contact pro and college athletes who have been through our Recreation Department to ask them to come back and put on camps or clinics for youth in our county.  

Mrs. Rowell updated the Committee on problems with vandalism at the Tennis Center.  She noted that we are putting up more cameras and now locking the restroom doors at night.  

The Committee set the next meeting date for Wednesday March 4th at 5:00 PM.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m.
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