BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
March 8, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday March 8, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Kurt Worthington and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.  
The Reverend Samuel Grant of Green Grove Church gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on February 9th, 10th, 25th and March 3rd.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners then considered the bids for the construction of a new Emergency Operations Center and 911 Center.  The low bidder was Lavender Construction and the Board had previously instructed the EMA Director and the architect to work with the construction company to prepare a limited scope of work for the site preparation.  They presented a package of work costing $694,788.00.  This is taken from their bid prices stated Ben Carter, architect.  Chief Sanders added that this contract will allow them to get the site ready and the road built so they can install the new communications tower.  We are currently paying a steep rental for the tower on Lover’s Lane.  Mr. Abrams then moved to award the contract for the site preparation work for the 911 Center to Lavender Construction.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.
After that the Commissioners considered a request for a Class B, Alcohol License to sell beer and wine at Pop’s Store at 3780 Farmers Bridge Road.  The applicant is Shiva Vuppula.  The Administrator reported that the location meets all distance requirements and there have been no objections to the request.  He also noted that Mr. Vuppula has a clean background report.  We have just recently gotten approved by the GBI to be able to review criminal background reports. Since everything was in order, Mr. Abrams moved to grant the Class B, Alcohol License to Shiva Vuppula.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion but added that he would like to see the applicants come to the meetings in the future.  Everyone voted in favor of granting the license. 

The next order of business was the consideration of a request from Annie Simpson for a Class C Alcohol License to allow the sale of mixed drinks in addition to her existing Class A license for Annie’s Kitchen located at 10215 Hwy 305 in Gough.  The Administrator pointed out that Mrs. Simpson has no felonies in her record and meets all the distance requirements.  The Board had previously addressed the issue of the County encroaching upon her by locating a playground nearby.  There was no objection from the public, therefore Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant the Class C, Alcohol License to Mrs. Annie Simpson.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried by a unanimous vote.
The Commissioners then opened bids for the structural stabilization of one of the warehouse buildings recently purchased.  There was only one bid submitted stated the Administrator.  The Commissioners opted to open the bid.  It was from Wilson Welding in the amount of $26,500.00.  The bid was referred to the Finance Committee for action after review by the Facility Maintenance Director.
Next the Board discussed a proposed work order for Moreland Altobelli, the County’s engineers for the landfill.  The Scope of Work was for design and permitting of a vertical expansion of the Construction and Demolition Landfill.  The current C&D pit is nearing capacity and we need to address expansion if we want to continue to provide a place for disposal of this type of waste, stated Ralph Hankerson, Landfill Director.  The Board discussed the proposal and concluded that they needed a worksession to thoroughly hash the issue out.  Mr. Hankerson was encouraged to get a worksession set up as soon as possible.   
The Commissioners then reviewed a list of items that are no longer needed by the County.  The Administrator and Department Heads had put the list together and presented it to the Board to be declared surplus property.  The Administrator noted that the Public Works Director wanted to substitute another vehicle for the SUV listed as item 27.  There was no objection to the request.  Mr. DeLaigle then made a motion to declare the listed items as surplus property with the Durango being replaced by another piece of equipment and to authorize staff to dispose of the property by an online auction.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Abrams and it carried on a vote of 5 to 0.
Next on the agenda was a contract with the Georgia DOT for the purchase of two new vans for Burke Transit.  The DOT will purchase two vans at a cost of $88,308.00.  The County would be required to contribute 10% of the cost or $8,830.80.  The Administrator stated that we will need to accept the contract if we want to stay in the transit business.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to accept the contract with DOT.  Mr. Abrams gave the second.  The motion passed with all voting in favor.
The Board then considered a request from the Recreation Director to fill two seasonal Recreation Aide positions.  The Administrator explained that the positions are in the budget and they are temporary positions.  Mr. DeLaigle made the motion to allow the Recreation Department to fill the two recreation aide positions.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
After that the Commissioners heard a request from the EMA Director to fill 8 vacant Firefighter/AEMT positions.  Chief Sanders stated that he was ready to start another class of fire students now that he has enough vacancies.  The Administrator pointed out that the positions are in the budget.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the EMA to advertise and fill the 8 Firefighter positions.  Mr. Deloach offered the second and the motion passed with all in favor.  
Next the Board was asked to authorize Burke Transit to fill a part time Driver/Dispatcher Position.  It was noted that Chief Sanders has tried to get the work done by using other exiting employees to cover shifts.  He noted that it became really difficult to cover all the shifts, therefore he is asking to fill the vacancy.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to authorize Burke Transit to fill the vacant part time driver dispatcher position.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners then heard from the Facility Maintenance Director asking for permission to fill a vacant Maintenance Mechanic III position.  The Administrator explained that the Maintenance Mechanic had recently resigned from his position with the County.  He noted that the Facility Maintenance Department will get behind quickly if they don’t fill this spot.  Mrs. Kelly moved to authorize the Facility Maintenance Department to advertise and fill the vacant Maintenance Mechanic III position.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion was approved on a unanimous vote.

The final item on the agenda was a work order for Pond & Company, our airport consultant, to prepare a design and specs for approval by the FAA for an obstruction clearance project at the airport.  The Administrator explained that we will be reimbursed for 90% of the cost of the work by the FAA and DOT.  The total for the project is $53,000.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to authorize Pond to proceed with the obstruction clearance project.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was adopted with all voting in favor.

Next Priscilla Robinson addressed the Board asking them to respectfully consider a request from the residents, property owners and member of Green Grove Church asking for the County to pave Old Louisville Road.  She noted that it was 3.8 miles that needed paving.  The Commissioners listened and asked her to meet with our staff to find out how to best approach getting their road on the paving list.  
After that Ronald Reed expressed his frustration that Middleground Road has not been resurfaced yet.  He stated that he had been told that it would be done after the first of the year.  The Administrator pointed out that the road was resurfaced with a chip seal last year to keep the water out of the base.  Mr. Reed was told then that we were going to come back this year and repave it with plant mix asphalt to level up the road.  This project will have to be bid and the work done this summer.  Mr. Reed stated that he had been misled and that we needed to communicate better.   

Obediah Lewis stated that he had an idea for paving William Tinley Road.  He suggested that the Road be paved from Mr. Jordan’s house down to Little New York Road.
Nancy Bobbit of Senator Isaackson’s Office was in attendance and offered her assistance in dealing with the Federal Government.

Rolene Rowell, Recreation Director, explained that they had recently taken quilts to the Methodist Childrens home.  They were also in the middle of tennis and soccer.  She added that baseball and softball will be starting soon.

Loren Barnhart, Facility Maintenance Director reported that things were going well. 
Jesse Burke stated that they are working on a lot of the bad roads. He pointed out that there is a lot of timber being cut lately and that is taking a toll on the County’s roads.
Mr. DeLaigle asked for staff to call the DOT to see when they plan to resurface Highway 23.  

Finance Director, Michael Wiseman reported that they are finished with the reporting requirements from the Affordable Care Act.  He added that the audit report will be on the next agenda.
Jessica Hood, Development Director, reported that they have a new logo and are still working on developing a new website.
Ralph Hankerson, Solid Waste Director, stated that the landfill is doing well.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:09 PM.
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