BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
April 29, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday April 29, 2015 at 5:30 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett and those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson, Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren, County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item of business was to hear an appeal from Mrs. Armennie Carter.  Mrs. Carter was asking for a refund of overpaid school taxes from 2001 through 2014.  The Administrator noted that the Board can only look back three years from the date of the application.  Taxes for years before 2011 were paid more than 3 years before the request was filed.  He also noted that the Board had established a policy not to refund 2014 taxes.  Mrs. Kelly then moved to grant a refund of overpaid school taxes to Minnie Carter for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  Mr. Abrams made the second and the motion carried on a vote of 4 to 0.  
Next on the agenda was an appeal hearing from Belle Dent Herrington.  Mrs. Herrington was requesting a refund of 2011 and 2012 school taxes.  The Administrator reported that request was made within three years of payment.  He added that Mrs. Herrington had signed up for the exemption early in 2013 and it has been applied to her bill for both the 2013 and 2014 taxes.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant a refund of 2011 and 2012 school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion passed unanimously.

After that Charlie Hillis came before the Board to request a refund of his school taxes for 2011, 2012 and 2013.  The Administrator informed the Board that the request had been made within three years of payment for all the years requested.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund the 2011, 2012 and 2013 taxes for Mr. Hillis.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.
The next item for the Board to consider was a request from Brad Kyzer for a refund of his 2014 school taxes.  Mr. Kyzer stated that he had talked to Mrs. McManus when she was Tax Commissioner and was told he made too much money to qualify for the exemption.  He said that the notices last year were not strong enough to make him think that the rules had changed.  He said he is basing his request on the fact that Mrs. McManus told a lot of people the wrong information.  He also stated that he didn’t think the County had owned the problem nor had it done enough to correct it and get the right information out to the public.  He added that no disclaimer has been issued by the County and that he thinks the citizens were done wrong.  The Chairman asked for a motion on the topic.  There was none, therefore no refund will be granted.
When Mr. Kyzer asked for an explanation, Mr. DeLaigle stated that we had to draw a line somewhere and that Mrs. Jackson had done her best to inform the public once she took office.  Mr. Abrams stated that the office is being run correctly now and no qualified person is being denied.  If we didn’t stop it here, we would have people in 2015 that said they didn’t know and should be refunded as well.  

Next the Commissioners considered the request from Betty L. Palmer for a refund of 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 taxes.  The Administrator explained that the request was made more than three years after the payment of 2011 taxes so they could not be refunded.  Mrs. Kelly moved to grant a refund of 2012 and 2013 school taxes for Mrs. Palmer.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion passed 4 to 0.  
After that the Board heard from Bertha Harris who was requesting a refund of her 2013 school taxes.  She understood that she was not old enough to qualify for the exemption in 2012 and she had it in effect for 2014.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to grant a refund of 2013 school taxes to Bertha Harris.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:02 PM.
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