BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
May 12, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday May 12, 2015 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item of business for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on April 14th, 15th, 23rd 29th and May 7th.  Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

The Commissioners then opened proposals for auditing services.  The administrator read off the cost proposal for each of the firms that submitted.  A list of the firms, their first year cost and three year totals are listed below.
	Audit Firm
	2015
	Total

	Baird & Company, CPAs, LLC
	 $  27,600 
	 $     87,300 

	Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, LLP
	 $  35,000 
	 $   109,500 

	Elliott, Davis, & Decosimo, LLC
	 $  46,250 
	 $   133,150 

	Mauldin & Jenkins
	 $  33,000 
	 $   108,000 

	Serotta Maddocks Evans & Co., CPAs
	 $  30,450 
	 $     91,350 

	Thigpen, Lanier, Westerfield, & Deal, CPAs
	 $  28,000 
	 $     88,500 


The proposals were forwarded to the Finance Committee for approval.  

Then the Board opened statements of qualifications from firms who would like to provide Airport Consultant services for the County.  There were four proposals submitted.  The firms are listed below:
Campbell & Paris LLC

D A Jones Engineers, LLC

Goodwin, Mills, Caywood

Pond & Company

The decision on the Airport Consultant was referred to the Airport Committee to conduct interviews and make a selection.
The next order of business was to consider a request from the City of Waynesboro for waiver of the fees for the disposal of 8 to 10 houses that will be demolished by the city over the next few months.  The City is making great efforts to eliminated dilapidated buildings and clean up its neighborhoods reported the Administrator.  He noted that the C&D pit has been expanded recently but that the approval for the cell has not been issued by the EPD.  Mrs. Kelly moved to waive the disposal fees at the landfill for the City of Waynesboro for the demolition of 8 to 10 houses contingent upon the County receiving approval for the new C&D cell.  Mr. Abrams gave the second and the motion passed with all in favor. 
After that the Board reviewed a request from the City of Swainsboro to continue the Mutual Aid Agreement that has been in place for a number of years.  The Administrator pointed out that this is identical to the agreement we adopted with Swainsboro two years ago.  Chief Sanders did not object to the agreement.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to renew the Mutual Aid Agreement with the City of Swainsboro.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second and the motion was approved unanimously.   

The Commissioners then considered a contract amendment with the Georgia DOT and Reeves Construction to put a seal coat over the new pavement at the airport.  The recent milling and new surface exposed problems with the base that have led to cracks in the asphalt and some ponding on the runway.  The airport consultant and DOT engineers have recommended that the County contract to put down a seal coat to keep water from getting to the base.  There is enough left in the DOT contract to cover the cost, stated the Administrator.  The additional work will cost $18,650.  Mr. Deloach moved to amend the contract with DOT and Reeves Construction to include the additional work.  Mr. Abrams made the second.  The motion was approved with all five voting in favor. 
Next the Board discussed a contract to print the County’s assessment notices for the Tax Assessors Office.  The Assessors have obtained quotes from two companies that provide these services.  Harris Computer Systems quoted the work at $8,840.00.  SouthData gave an estimated price of $8,075 for the project.  The Board of Assessors discussed the two quotes and recommended using Harris as the price is close and they have a firm price.  Also Harris is a reliable company having printed notices and tax bills for the County for a number of years.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to award the contract to Harris Computer Systems.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion carried on a vote of 5 to 0.  

After that the Commissioners considered condemnation on a parcel to obtain the right of way for Blue Bird Lane in order to pave the road. The Administrator noted that all the right of way needed to pave the road has been donated by the adjacent landowners except for the property owned by Nona Weddon.  He pointed out that we had gotten a letter from her attorney stating that she would not donate any land for the project.  Mrs. Weddon was in attendance and objected to the county building or maintaining a road across her property.  After some discussion about how to resolve the issue, it became clear that the quickest and most certain way to resolve the dispute that has been going on between the landowners on Blue Bird Lane for years would be to condemn the property.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize the County Attorney to move forward with the process to condemn the last piece of right of way needed for Blue Bird Lane.  Mrs. Kelly made the second and the motion passed unanimously.  

The last item of business was to open bids on the purchase of emulsion for the County’s paving projects this year.  Two bids were submitted.  They read as follows:



Ergon Asphalt Emulsions
CRS-2H
$1.51/gal 
MC-70 $2.97/gal



SEACO


CRS-2H 
$1.65/gal
MC-70   no bid
Action on this bid was referred to the Finance Committee.

Judge Wimberly reported that things were fine with the Magistrates Court and that he had court all this week.

Ralph Hankerson, Landfill Director, reported that things were going well at the Landfill.
Public Works Director, Jesse Burke, reported that they are cutting grass, laying pipe and moving dirt.  He noted that he has a problem with high absenteeism in his department.
Phillip Wren, Chief Appraiser noted that the Assessors Office was running along and they are working on all the new exemption applications and getting ready for assessment notices.
Library Director, Gwen Jackson, told the Board about the summer reading program that starts on May 22nd.  She added that there is a reading program for adults this summer as well.    

Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 PM.
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