BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
May 13, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday May 13, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman, Allen DeLaigle and those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, George Deloach and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Administrator Merv Waldrop was also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal from Mr. Floyd Hendrix requesting a refund of his 2012, 2013 and 2014 school taxes due to being told he was ineligible for the Age 65 exemption.  Mr. Hendrix stated that he went into the office when he was 68 and was told he made too much money to qualify for the exemption. Mr. Abrams then made a motion to refund the 2012 and 2013 school taxes to Mr. Hendrix.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried by a vote of 4 to 0.  The Administrator explained that the Board has not granted any 2014 refunds because the new Tax Commissioner was handling the exemption properly by 2014.  

The next item of business was to hear an appeal from Fred and Zennie Houston.  Mrs. Houston was asking for a refund of overpaid school taxes from 2014.  The Administrator pointed out that the Houston’s had been refunded 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes but had signed up too late to qualify for the 2014 tax bill.   Mrs. Houston stated that she didn’t sign up in 2014 by the deadline because she was not aware of this until after the April 1 deadline.  She added that you people have kept all the other years of overpaid taxes.  She stated that “by law you should give us our money back”.   Mr. DeLaigle asked the Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren to explain the process.  Mr. Wren noted that the previous Tax Commissioner had misinterpreted the law but that Mrs. Jackson has been applying the Senior Tax Exemption properly since she took office.  It is not an automatic exemption but Seniors need to apply for it like any other homestead exemption.  The deadline for applying for exemptions is April 1 for it to be processed on that year’s tax bill.  The Houston’s applied for the exemption after the April 1st deadline.  Mrs. Houston reminded the Board that they are responsible to represent their constituents.  County Attorney Adam Nelson stated that the Board has decided to draw the line in 2014 because the Tax Commissioner was doing her job properly then.  Mr. Fred Houston then quoted OCGA 45-3-80, saying that the Board can go back up to three years to correct an overpayment.  He added that no matter how you look at it this is an overpayment.   Mr. DeLaigle asked for the pleasure of the Board.  There was no motion made on the request.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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