BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
June 10, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday June 10, 2015 at 5:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren, County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal from Mr. James Holmes requesting a refund of his 2012, 2013 and 2014 school taxes due to being told he was ineligible for the Age 65 exemption due to his income.  Mr. Abrams then made a motion to refund the 2012 and 2013 school taxes to Mr. Chambers.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried by a vote of 4 to 0.  The Administrator explained that the Board has not granted any 2014 refunds because the new Tax Commissioner was handling the exemption properly by 2014.  

The next item of business was to hear an appeal from Evelyn Lynch.  She was asking for a refund of her school taxes from 2013 and 2014.   The Administrator noted that Mrs. Lynch had only turned 65 in 2013 and was therefore not eligible for the exemption until 2014.  There was no motion to grant any refund.
After that the Board heard an appeal from Hubert Reddick requesting that he be refunded his 2012, 2013 and 2014 school taxes.  Mr. Reddick had stated that he came in a number of times to apply for the senior tax exemption but was continually denied.  Mr. Abrams moved to refund Hubert Reddick his overpaid school taxes for 2012 and 2013.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second and the motion passed 4 to 0.  
The Commissioners then discussed a request from Jesse Sharpe, Sr. for a refund of his overpaid 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014 school taxes.  The Administrator pointed out that Mr. Sharpe had only turned 65 in 2011 so he was not eligible for the exemption that year.  Mrs. Kelly made the motion to grant the request to refund Jesse Sharpe, Sr. his school taxes for 2012 and 2013.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried with all four in favor. 
Then the Board considered a request from Scott and Sydney Shepherd to waive the penalty for a tax bill with an outstanding balance.  The Tax Commissioner reported that on March 23rd Mr. Shepherd paid his tax bill of $3,020.51 which was due on February 20th.  Because he paid the bill more than 30 days late interest was assessed.  Interest is 1% per month after the due date.  So at the time the Shepherd’s paid the tax bill by mail there was already a $30.21 interest on the account.  That left a balance of $30.21 due.  To complicate this even more a penalty is 10% of the tax bill if not paid within 90 days.  So now there is a balance of $30.21 and a penalty of $302.05.  The Shepherds don’t want to pay a $302 penalty on a $30 balance.  The penalty and interest amounts are set by state law but the law also gives the County Commissioners discretion to waive fees and interest.  The Commissioners had a number of questions for the Tax Commissioner.  She indicated that she would research the topic and have answers for them by the next meeting.  The request for relief was tabled until the next meeting. 
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:04 PM.
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