BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
WORKSESSION
June 4, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday June 4, 2014 at 4:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  Planning Commission members Leon Bynes and Carolyn Heath; Building Official, Scott Lee; Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson; Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren and County Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
Shane Hawkins who had requested to have time at the worksession had changed his mind about making a presentation reported the County Administrator.
Then the Board heard from the Planning Commission as they had requested the Commissioners to reconsider their position on repealing the Occupational Tax Ordinance.  The ordinance was adopted last year and implementation through the Tax Commissioners Office was proceeding.  The Board became concerned over the cost of implementation of the system and voted to begin the process to repeal the ordinance.  Leon Bynes spoke on behalf of the Planning Commission stating that we need the Occupational Tax (business license) program to be able to track businesses in the County as a tool to enforce the new zoning ordinance.  He noted that every county around us has the business license program except for Jenkins County.  He estimated that there are 800 to 1000 businesses in the unincorporated area of the county.  Chairman Crockett stated that he didn’t think there were that many businesses outside of the cities.  Mr. Bynes said that we have no way of tracking what is there.  Mr. DeLaigle asked if they could track it when the owners apply to get their power turned on.  Mr. Lee stated that will work in many cases but not every business gets a new service when they start up.  Most open in existing buildings, he added.  Mr. Bynes said that we need to bring our county into the new century.  He further stated that he is a taxpayer and doesn’t like any tax increases, but he is concerned that some are playing by the rules and others are not getting health permits or beer licenses because they go undetected.  Carolyn Heath noted that those who do not get a license now will not volunteer for a business license either.  The Commissioners wanted to get the costs of implementation and know how many licenses are issued in Jefferson and Screven Counties as well as how much revenue it generates in each of those counties.  They also want to know what the annual cost is from each to keep the license system going.  Mr. Crockett thanked the Planning Commission for their work in regard to zoning.  He stated that he and all the Board were committed to vote in favor of a zoning ordinance despite his libertarian leanings.  Mrs. Kelly stated that she envisions growth for our county and we need to prepare for the future.  She stated that a better job needs to be done in considering the implementation.  It all needs to be put down on paper with all the costs so the Board can make an informed decision.  Mr. Abrams said that timing is everything.  We may not be ready for this now but we will need it one day.  The Commissioners each thanked the Planning Commission for their service and advice.  
Next the Board heard from the Tax Commissioner concerning uncollected taxes on mobile homes.  Mrs. Jackson reported that there is $519,369 due in back taxes from mobile homes since 1992.  She added that only 7 years is allowed to be collected by law and the amount for the past 7 years is over $330,000.  She explained the process of the mobile home digest with billing in January and taxes due by May 1st.   Phillip Wren explained that we will have a problem with uniformity if we do not attempt to get these taxes collected.  This can cost the school system funding from the state and the county could be subject to a challenge of our digest by the utilities.  The Administrator noted that adding a part time tax collector should bring in enough revenue to more than pay for his salary.  The Commissioners discussed several options on how to best address the problem.  Mrs. Jackson was asked to make a proposal in her budget request on how she wanted to address it.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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