BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
July 14, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday July 14, 2015 at 6:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle and George Deloach.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item of business for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on June 9th, 10th, 24th and July 7th.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 4 to 0.  

The next item of business was the opening of proposals for the County’s Employee Supplemental Insurance Program.  The Administrator explained that this is the third five year term that we have bid out to manage our supplement insurance offerings to the employees.  We bid it out to one vendor with the premiums collected via payroll deduction. Five firms submitted proposals.  They are listed here:
Aegias Corp.

Heritage Insurance House

Marchman Group

National Benefit Service

Story & Associates

These proposals were referred to the Finance Committee for review and action.
The next item on the agenda was a bid opening for uniforms for the employees in several County departments.  The Administrator noted that there was on one bid on this purchase.  He suggested that we rebid and not open the bid that had come in.  By consensus the Board authorized staff to rebid the uniform contract with the opening coming at the August meeting.
The Commissioners then opened bids on the revaluation of residential property in the County.  The Board of Assessors has suggested that all residential property be revalued in order to keep up with the market value of property in the County.  The County only received one bid even though 3 firms were solicited for a quote.  The Chief Appraiser noted that there are not that many firms to can do this work.  He was not surprised that we got only one bid.  The bid was open and it was GMASS at a price of $142,000 with itemizes price schedules for developing a residential schedule and per parcel valuation prices.  The bid was referred to the Finance Committee for action. 
Then the Board considered first reading on Ordinance 15-01an ordinance amending the County’s rules on timber cutting operations.  The change is needed to bring the County’s rules in compliance with the provisions of a recently adopted State law.  It makes it clear that only one bond is needed per logging company no matter how many operations are going on in the County.  It also states that a permit is needed only for actual timber cutting operations and not for access to the property.  Otherwise the County regulations are consistent with State law noted the Administrator.  Mr. Deloach moved to adopt Ordinance 15-01 on first reading.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed on a vote of 4 to 0.  

After that the Commissioners addressed the first reading of a proposed Ordinance 15-02, amending the Land Development Code to provide a clearer process for appeals of Planning Commission decisions to the Board of Commissioners.  The ordinance gives a 10 day window for filing an appeal to the Board of Commissioners.  It also limits the filing of appeals to individuals who are directly affected.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt Ordinance 15-02 on first reading.  Mr. Deloach gave the second to the motion which passed on a unanimous vote.

The next agenda item was an ordinance repealing the Hotel/Motel Tax.  The Administrator reported that the Board of Commissioners adopted the tax many years ago but it has not generated any revenue for the last three years because there are no hotels motels or hunting lodges in the unincorporated area. The tax requires reporting to the state whether or not any revenue was actually collected.  The County Attorney suggested that the best mechanism to make the change was to make it by ordinance and not by resolution.   Ordinance 15-03 was presented to repeal the tax.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt Ordinance 15-03 on first reading.  The second was made by Mr. Deloach.  It carried by a vote of 4 to 0.
The Board then considered an agreement with the Greater Clark Hill Regional Library.  It provided that the Burke County Library would be a member of the region and spells out how the State funding would be shared between the region and the County library.  The agreement provides funding to pay the library director’s salary and funding for supplies as well.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to approve the agreement with the Greater Clark Hill Regional Library.  Mr. Abrams seconded that motion and it was approved with all in favor.
The Commissioners were then asked to adopt an agreement with the CSRA Regional Commission to provide funds for the operation of the Senior Citizens Nutrition program.  The Regional Commission receives fund from the State of Georgia and passes it on to organizations that operate Senior Nutrition programs in the area.  The funding is back up to levels that it had been several years ago.  The contract will provide Burke County up to $136, 503.31 to purchase meals for the senior nutrition program.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to accept the agreement with the CSRA Regional Commission.  The second was offered by Allen DeLaigle.  The motion carried on a vote of 4 to 0.

The next item of business was a contract with Pond and Company.  The Airport Committee selected Pond to be the County’s airport consultant last month.  This contract will spell out the details of how work will be assigned and billed.  The Administrator noted that the task order system will be a good way to keep costs contained.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the agreement with Pond and Company.  Mr. DeLaigle made the second.  It was passed with all four commissioners voting in favor.  
The Board then considered a proposed easement requested by the Burke County Health Department and Dr. Ford’s veterinary clinic.  The clinic has been having septic tank troubles for several months and the best solution offered was to connect to the City of Waynesboro’s sewer system.  The City has agreed to let them connect and the Health Department is strongly encouraging it as well.  The only issue is that the closest connection is to hook into the lift station on the County’s property at the corner of Citizens Park.  An easement has been prepared by the City’s engineers and the County’s legal staff.  Approving the easement will allow Dr. Ford to make the sewer connection and eliminate a public health hazard next door to a County recreation facility.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the easement for Dr. Ford.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second and the motion carried with all in favor.
The next item on the agenda was a request from EMA Director, Rusty Sanders for authorization to reorganize his department.  He presented the present organizational chart and a requested organizational chart.  There are no new positions but this proposal will involve opening up some promotional positions.  After some discussion with the Commissioners, Mr. Deloach made a motion to approve the realignment of the EMA positions.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It passed on a vote of 4 to 0.  
Mr. Deloach reported that former County Agent and longtime Burke County resident, Bill Craven, was honored recently by being inducted to the Clemson University County Agents Hall of Fame.  He asked the Board to adopt a proclamation recognizing Mr. Craven’s service to the County and to agriculture in Georgia and South Carolina.  Mr. Deloach moved to authorize staff to prepare a proclamation honoring Bill Craven.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

Next the Board heard from Clara Dalbert from the Shell Bluff Community.  She stated that she lives near Plant Vogtle.  She has worked for non-profit organizations in the past and wants to work to educate, prepare and meet longterm and shortterm goals of children, youth and families.  She added that she lived in Northern California and has worked for 20 years in early learning Title V programs.  Mrs. Dalbert added that she would like to help establish programs here to assist children, youth and families.

The Commissioners then heard from Ceresa Kirk who lives at 864 Manderson Circle.  She asked the Board when they were going to pave Manderson Circle.  She noted that it has been six months since she came before them to request the road be paved.  The Administrator noted that there were many roads on the paving list ahead of Manderson Circle with residents who have been waiting for years to get their road paved.  She did not understand why there were funds for resurfacing roads but not enough for paving dirt roads.  She stated that the road was accepted by the County in 2003 and she thought that was enough time to get the road paved. 

After that, Mrs. Jimmie Jenkins of Conyers, GA addressed the Commissioners concerning Old Fella Animal Rescue.  She stated that Old Fella is still an active, viable organization.  She stated that she is the liaison for Old Fella Animal Rescue to the citizens.  She noted that she receives emails daily concerning animals.  Mrs. Jenkins noted that they are looking for funding.  She presented the Board a note book with copies of emails she has received.  She read one email from a lady in Pennsylvania who used to live in Burke County.  Mrs. Jenkins pointed out that in 2015 Old Fella had made 7 transports, rescued 250 dogs and undertaken 150 spay and neuter procedures on dogs and cats in Burke County.  

Cam Shepherd, Field Representative for Congressman Rick Allen, was at the meeting and stated that he was here to observe.

Chief Appraiser, Phillip Wren, stated that over 16,000 assessment notices had been sent out.  He noted that his office has been really busy answering lots of calls.

Jesse Burke, Public Works Director, reported that they were busy working on paving Sweetwater Road and getting ready to resurface many roads in the County.  He pointed out that they are also cutting back bushes and mowing right of way.   

Barbara Hammett, Supervisor of Elections, stated that they are cleaning up the voter lists.  She has sent out notices to people who haven’t voted in four years.  If they don’t vote in the next election they will be removed from the voters list.  She also noted that the Ethics Commission will offer training in Waynesboro at the Library.  This will save us a lot of cost to going to training elsewhere.  

Library Director, Gwen Jackson, gave a report that the Library was busy with the Summer Reading Program coming to an end, people checking out books, lots of meetings in the community room.  
Chief Sanders reported that the EMA busy putting out fires and serving the people.  He noted that there is a drill for Plant Vogtle on Wednesday July 28th.  Mrs. Kirk, spoke up to thank the Chief for the EMA saving her father’s life.

Building Official, Scott Lee, informed the Board that there has been an increase in new housing starts in the County.  

After the Department reports, Mr. Abrams moved to go into executive session to discuss a legal matter.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried on a vote of 4 to 0.

Once everyone had discussed the matter thoroughly, Mr. Abrams moved to adjourn from the Executive Session and to authorize the Chairman to execute an affidavit on behalf of the Board.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 PM.
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