BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BUDGET WORKSESSION

July 22, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday July 22, 2015 at 3:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The Budget Worksession was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Kelly.  County Administrator Merv Waldrop was also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear from Samantha Holton who was requesting funds to assist in her efforts at animal rescue with Girard Lifesaver.  Mrs. Holton noted that we have big animal problems in the county.  She had four specific requests to assist her and other rescues in their work.  First she asked for $8,000 for Girard Lifesaver to fund spay/neuter work in her area of the county.  Next she asked for the Commissioners to implement a licensing program for dogs and cats.  She recommended that a license fee of $10 per animal for those that are fixed and microchipped.  The fee should be $100 for those animals that are not.  This would give the owners incentive to get their animals fixed.  Thirdly, Mrs. Holton asked the Board to create a holding facility to house animals until they can be adopted out.  And finally she asked the Board to adopt an anti-tethering ordinance.
Mrs. Holton answered questions from the Commissioners about the number of dogs transported out of the area as well as the process involved.  Mr. Delaigle stated that he thinks we need a leash law and that we should require folks to register their dogs.

Mr. Crockett asked who would enforce the registration requirements.  Mrs. Holton suggested that it would be up to the Sheriff’s Department and individuals reporting animals.  She added that the microchip component will keep folks from denying that they own the animal.  

Mr. Crockett asked Jodie Pope, President of Old Fella Animal Rescue about her thoughts on the issue.  Mrs. Pope offered her own suggestions.  She asked the Board to enter a contract with Old Fella to operate a shelter in the old church building on Clark Place Road at a cost of $175,000 per year.  They would expect the County to also pay one half of the initial start up costs.  

Margie Riggs reported to the Board that she helped rescue over 300 dogs last year.  She stated that the County needs a holding facility to help the rescuers until they can get a transport up and going.  She suggested that you have start with small steps and work up from there. Mrs. Riggs said that all the rescue groups have to work together.  
Barry McFeat of Old Fella Animal Rescue stated that these groups will never work together because we all have different views and different ways of approaching social media.  

Mrs. Dorothy Ennis asked the Board to come see one of the transports and see the wonderful work that is being done.

Mrs. Kelly stated that she preferred to have one organization with whom we could contract for animal services.  She asked the various groups to get together and put a proposal down in writing.

Mr. Deloach noted that the current request is reasonable.  He suggested that the County can furnish a building and contract to assist with part of the operation and upkeep of the facility. 

The Commissioners expressed concern and that they would take these requests seriously when putting together the budget for the next fiscal year.

Next the Board heard from the County Administrator who gave an overview of the recommended budget for FY 16.  He noted that there is no cost of living adjustment to the pay scale due to the consumer price index for the last year being flat.  He pointed out that the Hospital will require $4,800,000 for operations and debt service next year.  He also pointed out the request for new positions and vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department.  There were numerous questions from the Commissioners about how the Budget was put together.  They agreed to meet again on July 29th at 4:00 PM and invite any department heads that wanted to discuss their budgets with them.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:55 PM.
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