BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING &

BUDGET WORKSESSION

July 29, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday July 29, 2015 at 4:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The Called Meeting and Budget Worksession was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Kelly.  County Administrator Merv Waldrop was also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal for a refund of overpaid school taxes by Mr. Charles Preston, Sr. He was seeking a refund of school taxes from 2012, 2013 and 2014 that he says were paid in error.  The Administrator pointed out that Mr. Preston did not turn 65 until November of 2012 and was therefore not eligible for the Senior Tax Exemption until 2013.  It was also noted that the Board has established a policy of granting no refunds of 2014 School Taxes in that the new Tax Commissioner was applying the exemption properly, adequate notice had been given to the public and many seniors signed up for the exemption by the deadline that year.  Mr. Preston stated that he had no kids in school and didn’t feel like he should have to pay school taxes.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to refund Mr. Preston his school taxes for 2013.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Next the Board heard from the Board of Tax Assessors.  All three members, John Lovett, Chris Mann and William Bessent were present as well as Chief Appraiser Phillip Wren and Tax Commissioner Marian Jackson.  They noted that the workload in the Assessors’ Office has increase through the years and their number of parcels has increased also.  Mr. Wren gave a report showing how many parcels surrounding counties had and how many they had on their staffs.  Burke County has just four employees handling appraisals on over 16,000 parcels.  This generates a very high parcel per employee ratio.  It was noted that McDuffie has 7 employees and has fewer parcels.  The Assessors came to request an additional Appraiser II, an Appraiser I and an additional car for the new appraiser to use.  The Board of Commissioners commended the Assessors and their staff on the offices efficiency and in dealing with changes in legislation through the years.  The Assessors also discussed the need for someone to address the mobile home digest and to follow up on mobiles that do not get or display decals.  The requested Appraiser II would be assigned this project and the revenue collected would more than pay for his salary, they asserted.  
After that the Board reviewed several charts prepared by the Administrator showing requests for new personnel, equipment and site improvements.  He pointed out that they were summarized on a page called unresolved budget issues.  This showed the items requested but not funded in the Administrators recommended budget.  

The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Administrator gave a report on their findings having visited animal control facilities in Screven County.  It was noted that the County operated a pound and that a private group also operated a shelter for adopting out pets.  The Chairman noted that he has discussed the use of County inmates for manning a shelter if operated by the County.  He added that this will take a few years to get up and running.  The Chairman asked if there was any opposition to him appointing a committee to make some recommendations to the Board of Commissioners.  He suggested that there be 9 members with representatives of rescue groups, taxpayers and business leaders.  The Board gave their support to the idea but asked that membership include folks from each district in the County to be more inclusive.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM.
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