BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
July 7, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday July 7, 2015 at 4:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle and George Deloach.  Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The first item on the agenda was to hear an appeal from Mrs. Shirley Ann Smith requesting a refund of her 2012 school taxes.  The Administrator briefed the Board on her case.  He noted that she applied for the Senior Exemption in 2013 and has been receiving it. She has had homestead exemption for many years.  Mr. Abrams then made a motion to refund the 2012 school taxes to Mrs. Smith.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it carried by a vote of 4 to 0.  

Next the Board heard an appeal from Mrs. Leila Williams requesting a refund of her 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  The Administrator outlined her case.  He noted that her request had come in too late to be eligible for a refund on the 2011 taxes.  But she has the homestead exemption and would have been eligible for the School Tax Exemption for the years requested.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to refund the 2012 and 2013 school taxes to Mrs. Williams.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried by a vote of 4 to 0.  

After that the Commissioners considered an appeal from Mr. Walter Wimberly requesting a refund of his 2011, 2012 and 2013 school taxes.  The Administrator reported that Mr. Wimberly has the homestead exemption and that he filed for the local school tax exemption in March of 2014.   He noted that her request had come in too late to be eligible for a refund on the 2011 taxes.  Mr. Abrams then made a motion to refund the 2012 and 2013 school taxes to Mr. Wimberly.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.  

The next item of business was to hear a report on the expanded missions at Fort Gordon.  The Administrator introduced Thom Tuckey, Director of the CSRA Alliance for Fort Gordon.  He is the liaison from the community to Fort Gordon.  He told the Board about the CyberCommand moving to the Fort from Maryland.  He noted that there would be 4500 new positions moving here.  He added that 1/3 of those positions will be civilian jobs.  Mr. Tuckey told about the mission of the Fort to combat cyber terrorism and to monitor what is going on in Europe and the Middle East.  He pointed out that there would likely be four civilian jobs in the local economy for every job on post.     
Several suggestions to the County were given from Mr. Tuckey on how to prepare for the new missions.  He suggested that we do a good job at selling our community both on line and to the realtors in the CSRA.  We need to promote the good things that we have going on here.  He noted that many of the new staff will be looking for single family homes to buy or rent.  He also pointed out that some of the civilians in Maryland will retire rather than move so there is an opportunity for locals who are trained in cyber security to find good jobs here at the Fort.  He also recommended that the local schools start work to become STEM certified.  That curriculum is already available and approved by the State of Georgia.  It requires a commitment from the local school system to hire certified instructors and pay them enough to keep them in the system.

One other opportunity for the CSRA is to lure defense contractors to locate in our community.  They will be looking for Class A office space for their work.  Most will want to be located just off of the post but some might consider Waynesboro or northern Burke County.  The Commissioners were impressed at how big of an operation and how important it is.  The agreed to work with the Board of Education; Development Authority and Chamber to promote our Community in light of the new positions coming to Fort Gordon.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:05 PM.
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