BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
August 12, 2014
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday August 12, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were also at the meeting.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

First, the Board considered the minutes of meetings held on July 8th, 9th, 22nd, 30th and August 6th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 4 to 0.  

The Commissioners then heard a request from Frederick and Zennie Houston asking for a refund of school taxes paid since 2008.  They stated that they had met with former Tax Commissioner, Cynthia McMannus and she told them that they were not qualified for the school tax homestead exemption because they had too much income.  The Administrator pointed out that the referendum that was approved by the voters did have an income qualifier for the first year but thereafter the only qualification for the additional homestead exemption from school taxes was to be 65 years old.  The County Attorney added that the Board of Commissioners is the only body authorized to address refunds of taxes, even school board taxes.  He also stated that the Official Code of Georgia limits refunds to three years of taxes overpaid.  He noted that the statute provides that the Board establish a procedure for addressing requests for refunds.  After a great deal of discussion on the topic, Mr. Deloach made a motion to instruct legal counsel to come back with recommended procedures for handling requests for refunds in accordance with the law.  Mr. Abrams made the second.  The motion carried unanimously.  

After that, Mr. Haze Jenkins also addressed the Board requesting a refund of his school taxes.  He understood that the Board was going to establish a process for addressing refunds but he added that he didn’t think it was fair that they could only refund three years of overpayments.  He also stated that if proof is required that there would be very little in writing as he only had a conversation with Mrs. McMannus and didn’t know anything about filling out a form.     
Next the Tax Commissioner, Marion Jackson, came before the Board to request authority to adjust interest on tax bills paid online.  The online system was not keeping up with the interest accruals of the tax billing system and therefore when taxpayers paid the amount due as stated via the online system it did not contain the most accurate interest amount.  This would leave a small amount showing as outstanding for their accounts.  She stated that she is working on getting an upgraded system to address this problem.  In the meantime she would like to be able to adjust the bills to eliminate that small amount of interest payments.  Mr. Abrams moved to give the Tax Commissioner authority to make adjustments to the interest on the accounts paid online.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it passed 4 to 0.  
The next item of business was consideration of an order from Judge Pickett that would raise the participation fees in the Accountability Courts.  Bill Fleming who represents the Public Defender on the Accountability Courts team explained the increase.  He noted that at $150 it is still lower than Richmond County or the Augusta Judicial Circuit participation fees.  Mrs. Kelly asked why it was going up so much and what would happen if someone was unable to pay the fees.  Jackson Cox, State Court Solicitor stated that no one would be kicked out the program for lack of payment.  They have not kicked anyone out that was otherwise meeting the requirements of the program.  Mr. Fleming pointed out that the fines would be reduced by 50% and thus save the individuals a lot of money.  The fine money goes mostly to the State but the participation fees would go to the local probation company and to the County to help run the program. The Administrator calculated the difference in the current fees and the proposed new structure.  He noted that several examples of the new overall savings for the participant.  Mr. Deloach moved to approve the fees.  There was no second and motion died.  
The Board then turned its attention to a request to fill the vacant Accountability Courts Coordinator position.  The Administrator explained the issue stating that Mrs. White resigned several months ago and that Danny Meeks has been serving in the interim.  Everyone associated with the program agrees they need a good competent administrator to keep up with the reports that must be filed with the State and to keep up with payroll and purchasing for the program locally.  Since no judge has been appointed by the Governor, the program is handicapped.  Do we wait until the new judge is on board or let the staff appoint the coordinator that will have to work closely with whomever is appointed judge for the State Court.  Solicitor, Jack Cox explained Judge Pickett’s position that he wanted a coordinator on board as soon as possible to deal with the details of the program.  However, Mr. Cox further added that as a candidate for judge, he thought it best to let the new judge hire his own coordinator.  He was not opposed to taking applications so the judge would be ready to make an appointment soon after he takes office.  Mr. Abrams moved to authorize the Accountability Court staff to solicit applications for the position of DUI Court Coordinator but not to fill the position until a State Court Judge is appointed by Governor Deal.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion carried on a vote of 3 to 1 with Mrs. Kelly voting in the negative.
Next on the agenda was a proposed budget amendment for the Accountability Courts team to be able to go to training in Atlanta.  The Administrator pointed out that he and the staff had already worked out a budget amendment that did not require the Board’s approval as it did not increase the bottom line or take funds from the salaries line item.  The Chairman asked if everyone on the program staff had to attend or could one go and bring back the information to the rest.  Mr. Cox, the Solicitor for State Court, pointed out that the grant they received from the State requires that a representative from each participating agency attend this training.  He noted that he had some reservations about the entire conference, there was value to being in touch with others who are operating the Accountability Courts in other counties across the state.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to amend the budget to allow the staff to attend.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 3 to 1 with Mr. Crockett voting nay.  
A bid opening for the purchase of a van for the Recreation Department was the next item on the agenda.  The Administrator opened bids from two venders.  Family Ford, Inc bid $29,318 and Mizell Ford bid $28,989.68.  The bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.  

After that the Board considered a request from Recreation Director, Rolene Rowell, to fill a vacant part time maintenance worker position.  The current employee is leaving to go back to college.  Mr. Abrams moved to allow the Recreation Department to fill the vacant position.  Mrs. Kelly offered the second and the motion carried unanimously.
The Commissioners then considered renewal of the lease agreement with the Ogeechee Behavioral Health Services for rental of the Service Center Building.  Ogeechee has been renting the building from the County for many years and they provide a needed service in our community stated the Administrator.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to renew the lease with Ogeechee Behavioral Health Services.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it was passed on a vote of 4 to 0.  

Next the Board addressed a request from the Library Board for permission to fill the vacant Library Director Position.  The Administrator noted that Elaine Sikes will be retiring soon.  The Board would like to get someone in place to fill her position and get some training from Mrs. Sikes before she leaves.  Mrs. Kelly moved to authorize the Library Board to advertise to fill the vacant Library Director position.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.

After that the Commissioners considered a proclamation declaring September to be Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in Burke County.  The proclamation was requested by the American Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer Connection.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to adopt the proclamation.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second.  The motion passed with all in favor.

The next item of business was a contract with the Georgia DOT for funding for operations of Burke Transit.  The state is offering to fund half of our operating loss up to $93,677 for the 2015 Fiscal Year.  This is up from $80,000 that was funded the last few years.  Mr. Abrams moved to enter the contract with DOT.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion carried 4 to 0.  

Then the Board considered two purchase orders for paving emulsion for the Road Department.  They were asking for a PO of $145,000 to be issued to SEACO, Inc and of $50,000 to be issued to Ergon Asphalt.  The Administrator explained that quotes had been obtained but not sealed bids.  He assured the Board that next year we will take sealed bids at the beginning of the paving season.  Mr. Burke explained why he wanted a PO for both companies since Ergon was the low bid.  He noted that he liked to have both of them to leave a tank on the yard.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to award the PO’s as requested.  Mr. Abrams gave the second.  The motion passed with all in favor.
After that the Commissioners considered a request by the Road Department to fill a vacant Foreman position.  One of the current foremen, Ernest Tyson is retiring at the end of the month.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize the Road Department to advertise and fill the vacancy.  Mr. Deloach offered to second the motion.  It was approved on a unanimous vote.

The final item on the agenda was to fill an expiring term on the Board of Assessors.  Mr. Chris Mann’s term on the Assessors Board will expire on September 10th.  He is willing to be reappointed if the Board desires noted the Administrator.  Mr. Abrams moved to reappoint Mr. Mann to another six year term on the Board of Assessors.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Phillip Wren reported that the 45 days for appeals was about up and that there were only a few properties in appeal so far.  

Judge Wimberly stated that the Magistrates Court is staying busy.

State Court Solicitor, Jack Cox, stated that he is busy trying to keep up with Judge Wimberly.

Mr. Jesse Burke gave an update on the resurfacing work this summer.  He noted that they have already done 25 miles so far.  
Rolene Rowell, Recreation Director, reported that they are already starting registration for the fall programs.  They are starting some new Senior Citizens programs.
Michael Wiseman, Finance Director stated that the Planning Commission can now take credit card payments and that we have successfully been awarded a grant for uniforms for the Sheriff’s Department.    
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.
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