BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING &

BUDGET WORKSESSION

August 19, 2015
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday August 19, 2015 at 4:00 PM at the Burke County Courthouse.  The Called Meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Those in attendance were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Kelly.  County Administrator Merv Waldrop was also at the meeting.  
The Board first heard a request from Willie McCloud who was requesting a refund of his overpaid school taxes due to an error in applying the Senior School Tax Exemption.  His request was for a refund of 2011, 2012 and 2013 taxes.  The Administrator explained that Mr. McCloud’s request came in more than three years after the payment of his 2011 taxes and therefore not eligible for a refund from that year.  Mrs. Kelly moved to refund Mr. Willie McCloud his 2012 and 2013 School Taxes.  Mr. Abrams offered to second the motion and it passed on a vote of 5 to 0.  
The next item on the agenda was a request from the Library Director to fill a vacant part time position at the Midville Library.  Last week she was notified that the Library branch manager in Midville will be resigning the end of the month.  She is asking the Board to authorize her to advertise and fill the position.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to authorize Mrs. Jackson to advertise and fill the position at the Midville Library.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
Then the Board considered a request from the City of Waynesboro for permission to place a gas service line in the right of way on Cohen Road.  They have been working with the County Road Department to find the best location for the line, stated the Administrator.  Mr. Burke, Public Works Director, stated that it is not ideal but that the line has to go somewhere and that they have agreed to place the line on the back slope.  He suggested that any cost of relocation due to future construction, maintenance or widening be at the City’s expense.  After the discussion ended, Mr. Abrams moved to approve the City of Waynesboro’s request to locate a gas line in the right of way on Cohen Road subject that the cost of relocation of the line due to construction or maintenance be the City’s expense.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second.  The motion was approved with all in favor.

After that, the Chairman adjourned the Called Meeting and then called the Budget Worksession to order.  

The first to address the Commissioners concerning the budget was Augusta Judicial Circuit Public Defender, Kate Mason.  She reported that they will be getting new offices in the Richmond County SPLOST program.  She was not asking for any additional personnel but just want to meet the Board of Commissioners and give them an update on her office.  
The next department head to address the Board was Public Works Director.  He came before the Commissioners to request a number of items of new equipment.  He provided a list of equipment that he would like to see added to the budget.  The only one of the items requested that were in his initial budget request was a garbage truck.  Mr. Burke stated that he was satisfied with his operating budget but needed this equipment to keep the roads and equipment maintained.  

The Commissioners then discussed the unresolved issues with the budget.  They talked about whether there should be a cost of living adjustment on the payscale in light of no increase in the CPI for the last year.  
There was consensus to budget for four new deputies for the Sheriff’s Department.  

There was support also for funding the Hospital Authority as requested.  

The Board tended to support a new position for the Tax Assessors to help with mobile homes and digest preparation.  

The Administrator stated that he would rework the budget given the items where there was agreement.  He would have it ready by next Wednesday.  

After that the Board set another Budget Worksession for August 26 at 4:00 PM.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 5:54 PM.
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