BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

September 17, 2014
The Public Works Committee of the Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, September 17, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. at the Commissioners Conference Room. The meeting was called to order by Committee Chairman Allen DeLaigle at 4:30 p.m.  Other Committee Members present were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Jr. and George DeLoach.  Also in attendance were Wayne Crockett, Commission Chairman, Jesse Burke, Public Works Director, Paul Burke, Road Superintendent, Sheriff Gregory Coursey, Chief Deputy Larry Lewis, Sergeant Matt Raulerson, Cam Parker, Georgia Power, Dwight Stephens, Georgia Power, Ralph West, Georgia Power, Michael Wiseman, Finance Director, and Merv Waldrop, County Administrator.  
The first item considered by the Committee was to discuss traffic circulation problems on River Road.  Sergeant Raulerson discussed the current traffic flow issues along with Georgia Power personnel.  It was noted that 2015 and 2016 will see an increase in traffic due to increased construction.  Georgia Power personnel suggested changes to Ebenezer Church Road as well as possibly a four lane on River Road.
The next item on the agenda for the Committee was to discuss possible solutions to traffic problems on River Road.  Cam Parker of Georgia Power stated that his company would be mailing fluorescent placards to citizens within a 10 mile radius of Plant Vogtle.  These placards would allow the Sheriff’s Department to permit local residents to pass ahead of others during traffic congestion times.  Sheriff Coursey noted that this problem is not necessarily a law enforcement issue but a construction issue.  Mr. Parker also said that Georgia Power is attempting to stagger workforces when possible.
The last item for the Committee was to discuss road improvements on River Road.  Merv Waldrop updated the Committee on current funds available and also staffing issues.  He also offered to write a letter to the Georgia Department of Transportation to request a traffic signal study on Highway 23 and Highway 56 in the Plant Vogtle area.  Commissioner DeLoach then made a motion requesting Cam Parker to request a meeting with Don Grantham and the Georgia Department of Transportation to discuss possibilities concerning River Road.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Abrams and it passed unanimously.
Sheriff Coursey noted that since the patrol cars were upgraded with new radars there had been no fatalities in the County due to traffic issues.

Chairman DeLaigle asked Mr. Waldrop to discuss the road paving priority lists.  It was agreed to add Blue Bird Lane onto the small projects list as well as move William Tinley Road just after River Road on the major list.  Pine Hill Church Road would be graveled instead of paved.  Jesse Burke noted approximately 30 miles of road resurfacing had been performed during 2014.  He stated he was very proud of the quality of the roads and the results were exceptional.  He thanked the Commission for their support with equipment and personnel.  He also noted that the weight limit allowed today was causing additional wear and tear on County roads from transfer trucks.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:43 p.m.
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