BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JOINT MEETING WITH THE MAYORS
OF 

WAYNESBORO, SARDIS, MIDVILLE, KEYSVILLE, VIDETTE & GIRARD

March 29, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners held a Joint Meeting with the Mayors of the Cities in the County to discuss calling for an election for another round of Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax.  The meeting was held on Tuesday March 29, 2016 at 4:00 PM in the Commissioners Conference Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams and Kelly; Mayor Pauline Jenkins and City Administrator, Jerry Coalson representing Waynesboro; Mayor Preston Conner representing Sardis; Mayor Sam Cummings representing Midville; Mayor Linda Wilkes representing Keysville and Mayor Rosemary Baughman representing Vidette. Burke County Finance Director, Michael Wiseman and County Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.
The Administrator reviewed the status of the current SPLOST and noted that it will expire on March 31, 2018.  He pointed out that the General Assembly only allows for a referendum on SPLOST at a few fixed times each year.  The only ones available to us would be the November 2016 General Election or holding a special election in March of 2017 or November of 2017.  The group discussed the merits of having it on the General Election ballot when more people would participate.  All were in agreement to put the question on the November 2016 General Election ballot.  The Administrator then pointed out that we will have to get our lists of projects prepared by the first of July and then have resolutions and interlocal agreements adopted in July to make an August 10 deadline to get on the ballot.  

The next item on the agenda was to determine which cities would receive SPLOST funds.  The Administrator noted that Vidette was likely eligible due to provision of three services.  However, even if they didn’t automatically qualify, the group could designate funds for a project in Vidette.  He also pointed out that the City of Blythe has never been included in SPLOST funding from Burke County.  They have only 27 residents inside of Burke County and provide little service to the Burke County property owners.  There was a question of whether SPLOST could be required to be spent only in Burke County. In the end the sentiments of the group was to not include Blythe in the distribution.  Chairman Crockett suggested that they take a vote.  It was agreed that each city would have one vote as would the County.  Mayor Cummings moved to include Vidette in the SPLOST distribution but not to include Blythe.  Mayor Jenkins seconded the motion.  It passed on a vote of 6 to 0 (five cities and the county). 

After that the community leaders discussed the estimates to be used to determine how much the SPLOST would generate.  The Administrator recommended to use a figure of $34,300,000 based on what he expected the current SPLOST to generate.  He noted that the current SPLOST has suffered from refunds being granted to Georgia Power for overpayments made years earlier.  The current SPLOST would have generated at least $2 million more revenue otherwise.  The group wanted to be cautious noting that the exemptions granted to Georgia Power from sales tax on its construction material was a serious setback to the current SPLOST.  They wanted to go with a more moderate forecast of revenue.  Mayor Jenkins offered a motion to base the next SPLOST on a forecast of $30,300,000.  Mayor Cummings made the second and the motion carried with all voting in favor.

The final issue before the group was to determine the distribution formula.  Mayor Cummings spoke up offering that he was satisfied with the formula used in SPLOST III.  It was noted that it was based on the 2000 census figures.  The Administrator provided a recommendation that was based on the 2010 census with all the city figures rounded up to the nearest 10th of a percent and the County’s rounded down to make the formula total 100%.   It was noted that participation in the census was very important.  It didn’t just affect federal and state funds which are minimal.  It has a ten year impact on LOST and SPLOST funding noted Mayor Cummings.  The Administrator pointed out that Vidette was not in the last formula so we will have to adjust it for them.  After discussing the matter thoroughly, the consensus was to use the formula recommended by the County Administrator based on the 2010 census.  Mayor Cummings moved to use the recommended formula for the SPLOST distribution.  Commissioner Abrams seconded the motion.  It carried by a unanimous vote.
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 4:55 PM.
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