Minutes
Burke County Genealogical and Historical Society – Library Auditorium
February 8, 2016 – 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Our President, Carol Jones, opened the meeting and she greeted members and visitors. 
The Announcements included the following:  
A. New Subscription List at the Archives:  (1) Genealogy Bank for historical Augusta Chronicle, obituaries, etc.  The Library System no longer subscribes to the historical tool which we use; (2) Google Drive for scanned documents, helpful to organize what was worked on and/or who worked on certain projects, and the status, in order to better serve the public; (3) Ancestry.com; and (4) Accessible Archives for certain newspapers – we now have one account.  In addition, for military research, Fold3.com is offering Black History Month information free – after monitoring usage, we no longer subscribe to the service.
B. Webnars:  This announcement was emailed to everyone previously.  It’s a training service that can be taken at home via computer, whereas no travel is necessary.

Treasurer’s Report (Rebecca Hickman):  Current Balance:  $16,042.86.  She also distributed a remarkable bar graph on three years of Spending from January 2013 through January 2016.

Carol introduced our Guest Speaker, Steven Longcrier and his impeccable bio.  He is the Chief Executive Officer of Civil War Heritage Trails.   With federal and state guidelines, and help from the GA DOT, over 800 special designed Trail Blazer signs have been made and placed in the actual direction that Sherman went, but along safe driving routes, for tourism and education around the State.  The signs usually lead to “interpretive markers” that show maps and language about what took place in certain locales.   These Markers cover both Confederate and Union Troops, as historians have documented what transpired.  For the State, this advances Tourism and helps small communities that do not have the resources to get their stories out to the public.

 “Trying to tell the history, without bias” is the goal of Mr. Longcrier’s organization, relating where skirmishes actually occurred on Sherman’s March to the Sea.  In Waynesboro, a new Marker is located in front of the Museum (The Roberts House).  Outside the city, a Marker is located at the Ivanhoe Plantation (property of the Whitehead Family) located on Quaker Road west and one is coming soon to Big Buckhead Church. Skirmishes also occurred at Rocky Creek, Thomas Station, and McIntosh Creek. Also, The Speaker tested our knowledge by asking “Why are there two Trails?”  Answer:  “Left Wing” and “Right Wing” – Sherman split his Calvary---lot of skirmishes (battles).  As History Buffs use more resources, Mr. Longcrier’s organization is steadily updating and reaching worldwide interest.  Our Audience enjoyed him.

At the outset, Mr. Longcrier extended his appreciation and gave Special Thanks to Waynesboro’s Chamber of Commerce; to Merv Waldrop, and to Jesse C. Stone.
Attendance Reported to Library Staff:  12.   Our Next Public Meeting will be March 14, 2016.  Meeting was adjourned before 8:00 p.m.
Emma Williams, Secretary
Dated:  February 9, 2016
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