BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
May 10, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday May 10, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Kurt Worthington and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on April 12th, 13th, 20th and 27th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Board considered a proclamation honoring Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church on its 150th anniversary. The Administrator read the following proclamation aloud:
WHEREAS, Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church was established in 1866 to serve the people of Burke County; and

WHEREAS, the year 2016 marks the 150th Anniversary of this historic church; and

WHEREAS, Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church is an important partner in Burke County seeking to bring grace, hope and peace to the citizens of our County through the message of the Gospel; and

WHEREAS, Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church will hold its 150th Anniversary Celebration on the week of June 14-19, 2016; 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BURKE COUNTY, GEORGIA That June 19, 2016 is hereby proclaimed Ebenezer Missionary baptist Church Day in Burke County.
Mr. Deloach moved to adopt the proclamation recognizing Ebenezer Missionary Baptist Church.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it carried on a unanimous vote.  

Next on the agenda was a bid opening for the renovation of restrooms at the Public Works headquarters building.  The Administrator opened the two bids for the project.  They are listed here:



Construction Management Inc.
$151,562.00




Hege Builders, Inc.


$229,600.00

These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.

The Commissioners then had a bid opening for CD’s for the short term investment of county funds.  Bids were requested for $1,000,000 at 6 months and $250,000 at 6 months.  The Administrator noted that we currently are receiving 0.3721% on our investments with the Georgia Fund I State pooled cash fund.  The bids are as follows:






6 month CD

6 month CD


Banking Institution

$1,000,000

  $250,000


Southern Bank


   no bid

      0.28%

Queensborough Bank

    0.10%

      no bid

Mrs. Kelly moved to keep the county investments in Georgia Fund I.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it was approved with all in favor.

After that the Board discussed a mutual aid agreement with the City of Augusta/Richmond County Fire Department.   The Administrator explained that the agreement is beneficial to both counties.  Each would assist the other when called upon and would only be obligated to respond if manpower and equipment were available.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the mutual aid agreement with the City of Augusta.  Mrs. Kelly offered the second and the motion passed with all in favor.
The next item of business was a contract with the University of Georgia Extension Service for the joint funding of a County Agent position.  The Board had previously agreed to fund the salary with the Extension Service paying for all the benefits.  The University insisted that the Commissioners pay the salary, retirement, social security and Medicaid. The University will pay the group health insurance costs.  The consensus of the Board was to go along with the Extension Service’s proposal.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to enter the contract with the UGA Extension Service for a 16 month agreement to fund a county agent position.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  
Then the Board then discussed a notice from the Development Authority that it intended to issue a credit card to the Economic Development Director.  The Administrator explained that the Board adopted a policy last year that provided that the County only issue one credit card.  He noted that the Authority can issue a card as well but that the County would not the responsible entity in light of the Board of Commissioner’s policy.  He pointed out that the Development Authority has adopted a good set of procedures to govern the use of the card and prohibiting all personal use of the card.  The expenses would have to be reconciled to the budget and general ledger on a monthly basis.  The Administrator noted that the bigger issue is that it will set a precedent and the Board will likely be asked to issue cards for other department heads and elected officials.  Several Commissioners expressed that they supported the Development Director having a card but that they did not see the need for any other department head to have one.  Mr. Abrams was adamant in stating No, when asked what he would do when the next one wanted a card.  After discussing the matter thoroughly, Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to acknowledge that the Development Authority will issue a credit card to its Director with adequate purchasing procedures in place.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It passed with all voting in favor.  
Next the Board considered a request from the Public Works Director to fill a vacant Supply Technician position.  The Administrator explained how the vacancy has hindered the work of the Vehicle Maintenance Department.  They have had to pull mechanics off the floor to help with inventory, he added.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to fill the vacant position.  Mr. Abrams gave the second.  The motion passed on a 5-0 vote.
After that the Commissioners heard a request from the Vehicle Maintenance Director to reclassify a vacant Paint Technician position to a Mechanic I position.  Both positions are listed in his department and are at the same grade in the pay scale stated the Administrator.  There is a greater need for mechanics than paint and body specialists, he added.   Mr. DeLaigle made a motion to grant the change in position classification.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion with passed with all in favor.  
The next order of business was to request for a waiver from the rental fees for use of the Recreation Department fields for use by a group wanting to operate a summer program on Sunday evenings from May through September.  Katrina Acree and Rev. Wesby explained to the Board what they planned to do this summer.  Their intent was for a program for the whole family and not an event where kids would be dropped off.  The Commissioners expressed their support for the interest in giving back to the community.  There was some concern expressed about having a church or recognized organization in charge of the events.  Rev. Wesby stated that he could operate the program under the guidance of the NAACP since he was president of the local chapter.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to waive the fees for the group.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second and the motion carried with all in favor.  
Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they are working on McCoy Church Road and Bluebird Lane.  Mr. DeLaigle asked for him to look into the condition of Claxton Road near Girard.  He stated that the irrigation from the dairy is keeping the road wet and resulting in poor conditions on the roads and adjacent driveways.  Mr. Burke stated that he has talked with the dairy operator before and gotten only temporary cooperation.  Mr. Abrams suggested adopting an ordinance that would allow the owner to be cited if they damaged a road with their irrigation rigs.  The Administrator asked the County Agent to contact farmers in the county and ask them to be good neighbors and be more considerate.  They County Agent said he would express the Commissioners sentiments to the agricultural community.
Paul Burke stated that he is working on the LMIG contract as well as the striping and signage grant project.  

Peyton Sapp, County Agent, thanked the Board for the new position.  He noted that they are working on 4-H Camp now.  The new agent should start on June 14th.  
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman reported that they are getting the invoices ready for payment and working on reports for the Department of Community Affairs.
After that, Bill Tinley, Chairman of the Animal Control Advisory Committee, reported that the Committee has finished with its recommendations.  Chairman Crockett suggested that they have a worksession with the Committee to discuss their findings and recommendations.  The Board agreed to meet on Thursday May 19th at 5:00 to discuss SPLOST and follow that with a worksession with the Animal Control Advisory Committee.
Willie Stone, a member of Ebenezer Baptist Church, asked the Board to pave Ivey Place Road.  He stated that Wyatt Place Road and Ivey Place Road need paving to the church.  

Next, Obediah Lewis asked about the status of William Tinley Road.  He noted that the Road Department has been scraping the road good.  Paul Burke explained that he has been back to the property owners and there are several who are refusing to give right of way for the project.  

After that, Priscilla Kit gave an update on her progress toward getting landowners to donate property for the right of way for Old Louisville Road.  She has sent out 18 letters and had five positive returns.  There has been no one against the proposal but there was one who had questions regarding an estate.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 PM.
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