BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING
June 1, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Meeting Room.  Present at this meeting were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Wayne Crockett, Allen DeLaigle, George Deloach and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also in attendance was County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
The Administrator reported that he had sent messages to the Chairman of the Board of Education and to the School Superintendent asking for a meeting of the two boards.  So far there has been no response he added.  Mr. Abrams stated that he has spoken with Mr. Falana, School Superintendent, and he said that he has not been able to talk with the whole school board yet.  He added that they haven’t said no to a joint project with the County to build an Aquatic Center.  Mr. Abrams recommended giving them another week or two to get back with us.  

Next the Commissioners heard a request from the Hospital Authority for funds for capital equipment and repairs at the Burke Medical Center.  Chairman Chris Collins asked for $1,365,800 for the Hospital Authority from SPLOST.  He went over each item of equipment and repairs needed with the Commissioners.  The Board had several questions about the list and about operations at the hospital.

After that, Jessica Hood, Director for the Development Authority, came before the Board to request $2,516,785 in SPLOST funds for the Development Authority to use to work on the westside industrial park.  $1.5 million would be used for wetland mitigation on the site.  $950,000 would be used for extension of utilities to the site.  There were a number of questions about the site and how much it cost.  Cam Parker, Authority member, noted that we are competing with some very large communities with deep pockets.  Ms. Hood further explained that we need to act on wetland permits before they expire.  

The Administrator explained another proposed project.  This one is an alternative recreation project, to purchase land for a natural and historical park at Shell Bluff on the Savannah River.  He pointed out that this can provide river access to the public as well as an area for hiking and picnicking.  He also noted that this is the site of the former home of Lyman Hall one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.   He suggested that $500,000 could purchase the property and begin to develop it for use by the public.   
The Board then talked about how they were going to get the list of projects down to $20,300,000.  Mrs. Kelly suggested that we give the BOE a few dates for a joint meeting.  Mr. Crockett expressed that his top priority was the hospital.  

They decided to meet again on Wednesday June 8th at 5:00 PM to work on the list of SPLOST projects some more.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
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