BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
June 14, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday June 14, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle, Deloach and Kelly.  County Attorney, Barry Fleming and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well.  
The County Administrator gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on May 10th, 11th, 19th and June 1st & 8th.  Mrs. Kelly made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.  

Next the Board heard from Mrs. Ruby Carter and a delegation from Glisson Road.  She stated that the dairy across the road from her home has an irrigation rig that is damaging the road and her property as well.  She asked if the County could bring rock out to make the road passable.  She also asked if there was anything that could be done to make the dairy shut off the nozzle at the end of the pivot.  She added that they are aware of the need of farmers and dairies to irrigate their land.  She asked that they be able to drive down their road without the irrigation damaging the road and wetting school children waiting on busses.  Mr. DeLaigle asked if she had contacted the farm.  Mrs. Carter noted that she had called Harts Farm but had gotten no response from them.  She showed a copy of a police report documenting the damage.  The Board directed the Administrator to notify Harts Farm in writing that they were expected to repair the road and to ask them to respond within a week.  After that the County would repair the road and bill the farm that damaged it.  
After that Greg Carswell addressed the Board to express his support for funding for recreation projects in the proposed SPLOST program.  He stated that he has five girls and one boy and that he is proud to live in Burke County.  However, he said that we need to take care of our kids and provide more opportunities here at home.  He stated that he would like to see the SPLOST dollars used to build a pool or an aquatic center in the County.  He added that he takes his children to Augusta for swim lessons.  He said that there would be lots of benefits economically for the community if we had an aquatic center where we could hold swim meets.  This would bring lots of money back into the community.  He noted that if we spend a million dollars to pave a road, it will benefit only the ones who live on that road, but if we spend the money on a pool it will benefit the whole county.  Everyone can use the pool.  He then asked that everyone in support of building a pool stand up; 13 people stood up.  Mrs. Kelly thanked him for coming.  Betty Johnson stated that she has only just recently learned to swim.  It is a skill that everyone needs to learn.  She added that when her daughter came home from college recently, there was nothing to do so they went to Splash in the Boro in Statesboro.  

Next on the agenda was a bid opening for the purchase of two type III ambulance units.  Bids were submitted by two companies.  They are listed as follows:


Affordable Ambulance
$149,678 each or $299,356 for two


Peach State Ambulance
$134,500 each or $269,000 for two

These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for review and approval.

The Commissioners then had a bid opening for the purchase of two Class A fire pumpers.  There was only one bid received on these trucks.  Fire Line, Inc. gave a bid of $246,996 for each truck or $493,992 for the two trucks.  These bids were referred to the Finance Committee for action.  
The Board then opened bids for a new fire tanker/tender.  Two bids came in for this purchase.  They are listed here:



Deep South Fire Trucks
$216,250



Fire Line, Inc.


$214,850

The bids were sent to the Finance Committee to review and award.  

The next item of business was a bid opening for County’s 2016 Asphalt Resurfacing Project.  The Administrator explained that we are using our LMIG allotment to contract for asphalt paving on some of our worst roads. He noted that we have includes the cities of Keysville and Sardis in this bid to help them get a better price for their resurfacing.  The Cities will reimburse the County for their projects.  There was only one bid submitted on this paving project.  It was from Reeves Construction at a price of $1,152,364.35.  The bid was referred to the Finance Committee for action after review by the Road Department.  
After that the Commissioners had a bid opening on the purchase of emulsion for paving projects this summer.  Bids were received from two firms.  They are listed below:



Bidder


Per Gallon

Bid for 27,000 gals



Ergon, Inc.

$1.34/gal


$36,984



Southeast Emulsions
$1,33/gal


$36,708

These bids were forwarded to the Finance Committee for consideration.  

The next item of business before the Commission was to consider a resolution authorizing the contract to purchase meals under the Senior Nutrition Program from Bateman (Compass-USA).  The CSRA Regional Commission had recently bid out the contract for purchase of meals for the entire region.  If Burke County wants to receive funds under the aging program we will need to use the vendor approved by the Regional Commission.  The Administrator further noted that this new contract is $0.18 per meal less than the previous vendor.  Mrs. Kelly moved to adopt the resolution and authorize the Chairman to execute the contract for the purchase of meals from Bateman.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed with all five in favor.
After that the Board considered a request from the Board of Health to rename the Health Department Building in honor of Dr. B. Lamar Murray.  The Administrator stated that Dr. Murray has served the community for over 59 years.  He was the chairman of the Board of Health for more than 25 years.  Mr. Deloach made a motion to rename the health department as the B. Lamar Murray Public Health Center.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.
The next item of business was an agreement with the CSRA Regional Commission authorizing them to apply for CDBG funds for renovation of the Health Department building.  It was noted that public facilities like health clinics score well in competition for funding.  The County can apply for up to $500,000 in funds for the project.  Mr. Deloach moved to authorize the Regional Commission to apply for CDBG funds for renovations at the health department and to approve the letter of agreement with the CSRA Regional Commission.  Mr. DeLaigle offered the seconded and it passed with all in favor.  
Then the Board then discussed a proposed contract with the CSRA Regional Commission for funding for the Senior Purchase of Transportation Services from Burke Transit.  The Administrator noted that the contract was only $26,813 which is a 25% decrease from the previous year’s contract.  Chief Sanders expressed his reservations and urged the Board to hold off on executing the agreement until they have a chance to discuss it with Regional Commission staff.  The Administrator pointed out that ridership has increased substantially this year.  The consensus of the Board was to take no action at this time.    
Next the Board considered a request from the Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson, for flexibility on charging for penalties and interest on delinquent tax sales.  She stated that some parcels were small and unbuildable.  The penalties and interest are often more than the property is worth.  She is asking the Board to give authority to waive penalty and interest for hard to sell properties.  The County Attorney advised that the Board can give such authority but they must be consistent and it should be done by way of resolution.  He suggested that he would work with the Tax Commissioner and Administrator to draft a resolution approving the waiver of fees and interest under limited circumstances.  
After that the Commissioners heard a request from the City of Sardis asking for a waiver of the tipping fees for disposal of yard waste and storm debris at the County’s C&D landfill.  The Administrator pointed out that the City had been directed by the EPD to remove the waste and take it to a landfill.  The Board was sympathetic to their plight.  The Administrator noted that the fees were $525.62.  Mr. Abrams moved to waive the fees for the City of Sardis.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It passed on a unanimous vote.  
The next order of business was to consider a consent order with the Georgia Environment Protection Division.  The agency has cited the County for violations of EPD rules for not registering a fuel storage tank for a generator at the Jail.  The tank was installed in the mid 1980’s.   The Administrator reported that the County’s staff had taken steps to get the tank registered and to have individuals certified as tank operators.  Once the County initiated that process, the EPD came back with the notice of violation.  All of the deficiencies were addressed before the consent order was prepared.  None the less, the EPD wants the county to sign the order and pay them $1000 for the years that we were out of compliance.  Mr. Abrams moved to allow the Chairman to sign the consent order and to pay the $1000 fine.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it was approved on a vote of 5 to 0.   
The Board then considered an appointment to the Ogeechee Behavioral Health Services Board of Directors.  Mrs. Julia Hanton has been serving on that board and has been a faithful participant.  She is eligible for reappointment stated the Administrator.  Mrs. Kelly moved to reappoint Julia Hanton to another three year term on the Ogeechee Behavioral Health Services Board.  Mr. Abrams offered the second and the motion passed with all in favor.  
After that the Commissioners heard a recommendation from the Board of Elections to appoint Lavern Sello as the Supervisor of Elections and Registration.  The Administrator stated that the position was advertised after Mrs. Hammett retired.  He noted that there were four applicants and that Mrs. Sello had the most experience working on elections.  She has served for at least 10 years as the assistant to Mrs. Hammett.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the hiring of Lavern Sello for the Supervisor of Elections position.  Mrs. Kelly gave the second.  The motion was approved on a unanimous vote.  

Next, Terri Black of the UGA Extension Service came before the Board to introduce a new member of the staff.  She informed the Board that Katie Burch has been hired as the new Ag Agent to assist in the Burke County Extension Office.  Mrs. Burch stated that she is a native of Perry but now resides in Burke County with husband Cody Burch of Millen.  Mrs. Black added that she had been on our staff as an intern and had now graduated the University of Georgia with a degree in horticulture. The Chairman welcomed Mrs. Burch to the county on behalf of the Board.  
The final item on the agenda was an award of a grant from the Council of Accountability Court Judges Funding Committee and the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.  They have agreed to award the Burke County DUI/Drug Court with $64,319 this year.  The Administrator pointed out that this is a sizeable increase over previous years funding.  It is a tribute to the good work being done by Judge Cox and his staff.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to accept the grant for the DUI/Drug Court and authorize the Chairman to execute the award documents.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion and it passed 5 to 0.  

Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they have the prime down on McCoy Church Road.  The right of way is cleared on Bluebird Lane.  He added that they are also cutting grass and trimming limbs along the right of ways.  He also pointed out that the DOT is paying a contractor to stripe many of our roads and replace faded signs.  
Building Official, Scott Lee, stated that things in his department are running smoothly.

Phillip Wren, Chief Appraiser, reported that assessment notices will be going out to every property owner around July 1st.  
Library Director, Gwen Jackson, stated that the summer reading program is underway and that is keeping their staff busy.
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman reported that they are working on budget and payroll this week.  
After that, Vernon Jordan addressed the Board asking if they could use the existing right of way for paving of William Tinley Road like you did on McCoy Church Road.    He yielded his time to Mr. Obediah Lewis. 

Mr. Lewis asked if the people’s concerns about the status of paving roads are noted in the minutes.  The Administrator read from the May meeting where it mentioned Obediah Lewis asking about William Tinley Road.  Mr. Lewis then asked what the standard for paving a road is.  The Administrator noted that the County Ordinances spell out the required road way width and right of way width needed to put in a safe road with adequate drainage.    He noted that the Road Department has been scraping the road good.  He asked for gravel in a few spots.    

Mr. Vernon Jordan had one more question.  He asked how Old Augusta Road got paved and did they get the right of way needed.  
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:28 PM.
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