BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REGULAR MEETING
July 12, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Tuesday June 12, 2016 at 6:00 PM in the Commissioners Meeting Room at the Burke County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wayne Crockett.  Also in attendance were Commissioners Abrams, DeLaigle and Deloach.  County Attorney, Adam Nelson and Administrator Merv Waldrop were at the meeting as well. Commissioner Kelly was out of the state.   
Tax Commissioner, Marian Jackson gave the invocation for the meeting and then Commissioner Abrams led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Flag.

The first item for the Board was to consider the minutes of meetings held on June 14th, 15th and 30th.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion which was approved on a vote of 4 to 0.  

Next the Board considered a request from the Noah Ebenezer Central Baptist Association for relief from the rental fees for use of the Burke County Office Park for a city-wide revival in October.  The Association will put on a series of meetings to bring the gospel to our County with a number of churches working together.   The Administrator explained that while this is a great cause and much needed in our community, there are still expenses associated with opening the building including paying staff to be present for four hours each of the three nights of the meetings.  There are also utility costs and cleaning of the building and bathrooms.  He noted that the Board will set a precedent that will be expected with other groups or churches want to use the facility.  The Administrator recommended that the Board charge the full fee for the first night and then waive the fee for subsequent nights.  Chairman Crockett stated that he is naturally conservative and typically would not be in favor of waiving rental fees.  However he explained that these are unique times in our country.  He suggested he would support reducing the fee from $500 to $100 per night given the times and that this should not be looked on as a precedent.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to charge the Association $100 per night for their use of the Office Park Auditorium for a series of revival meetings in October.  He added that the Association takes an offering that goes for scholarships for area students.  He noted that our country needs a healing and the meetings are open to all.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second.  The motion passed unanimously.  Marian Jackson spoke on behalf of the Association and thanked the Board for their consideration.    
Then the Board then discussed a proposed contract with the CSRA Regional Commission for funding for the Senior Purchase of Transportation Services from Burke Transit.  This item had been tabled from the June meeting.  The Administrator noted that the contract was only $26,813 which is a 25% decrease from the previous year’s contract.  He noted that our objections and concerns have been documented to the Regional Commission. They have advised us to adopt the agreement as is now and they will work to find more revenue for our Transit operation.   The Administrator stated that we have little choice but to accept the funds provided and try to obtain more funds from the program later.  The shortfall in transit funding will be made up from the TSPLOST fund.  Mr. Abrams moved to approve the agreement with the CSRA Regional Commission.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.    

After that the Commissioners considered a request from the Board of Elections for permission to advertise and fill a part time Administrative Assistant position in their office.  The Administrator reported that the Board didn’t think the work load warranted a full time position but there was a need for additional help in the office.  This is to fill a vacancy left when Lavern Sello was promoted to Supervisor of Elections.  Mr. DeLaigle moved to authorize the filling of the vacant part time position in the Elections Office.  Mr. Deloach gave the second and the motion was approved on a 4 – 0 vote.
Next on the agenda was a request from the County Extension Office to fill a vacant 4-H Agent position.  Extension Director, Peyton Sapp, reported that Rebekah Greene is taking a position in Tattnall County.  He stated that this is a critical position because of the work with the students in the 4-H program.  The Administrator pointed out that the position is jointly funded by the County and the UGA Extension Service.  We are being asked to authorize the staff to fill the position and to allow the Chairman to execute an agreement with the Extension Service committing the County to pay our portion of the salary.  Mr. Deloach moved to grant the request to fill the position and to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement with the Extension Service.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was approved on a vote of 4 to 0.  
The Commissioners then heard a request from the Facility Maintenance Director authorizing him to fill a vacant Painter position in his department.  Leviticus Mosley has recently resigned.  The position is needed to keep all our offices and buildings looking good.  Mr. Abrams moved to allow staff to hire another painter.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second and the motion passed with all in favor.  
After that the Commissioners discussed filling a vacancy on the Development Authority created due to the passing of Dr. Lamar Murray.  The Chairman stated that the Board was not ready to make a decision and asked to table this item until next month.  Without objection the vacancy was tabled until the August meeting.
The next item of business was an agreement with the Cities in the County for another Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax program.  The agreement provides for the imposition of a 1% sales tax to be used for capital projects.  The agreement also specified how the proceeds of the tax would be used.  The funds would be distributed on the basis of population according to the 2010 Census.  Each City and the County developed a list of projects that would be funded by their share of the sales tax.  The SPLOST would begin in April 2018 when the current SPLOST expires.  Chairman Crockett expressed how satisfying it is to be in a County were the Commissioners and all the Mayors work so well together.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt the SPLOST Intergovernmental Agreement.  Mr. Deloach gave the second to the motion.  It was approved on a unanimous vote of the Board.  
The next item of business before the Commission was to consider a resolution authorizing the Chairman to execute the SPLOST Intergovernmental Agreement.  The Resolution reads as follows:
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BURKE COUNTY, GEORGIA APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING EXECUTION, BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, OF AN INTERGOVERMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY AND CERTAIN MUNICIPALITIES OF BURKE COUNTY CONCERNING A COUNTY ONE PERCENT SPECIAL PURPOSE LOCAL OPTION SALES AND USE TAX ENACTED PURSANT TO O.C.G.A. § 48-8-110 ET SEQ.; REPEALING PRIOR RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, O.C.G.A. §48-8-110 et seq. authorizes the imposition of a one percent county special purpose local option sales and use tax (SPLOST) for the purposes inter alia of financing capital outlay projects to be owned or operated by the County and one or more municipalities; and

WHEREAS, Burke County, Georgia, the City of Waynesboro, Georgia, the City of Sardis, Georgia, the City of Midville, Georgia, the City of Keysville, Georgia, the City of Vidette, Georgia and the Town of Girard, Georgia desire to utilize the proceeds of a SPLOST for the one or more of the purposes authorized under O.C.G.A. § 48-8-111 (a)(1).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, Georgia as follows:

SECTION 1. The attached intergovernmental agreement addressing the disbursement of SPLOST proceeds among Burke County, the City of Waynesboro, the City of Sardis, the City of Midville, the City of Keysville, the Town of Girard and the City of Vidette and other related matters is hereby approved.
SECTION 2. The Chairman of the Burke County Board of Commissioners is authorized to execute the intergovernmental agreement on behalf of the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, Georgia and affix the seal of the County thereto. 

SECTION 3. All resolutions, or parts of resolutions, in conflict herewith are repealed.

This the 12th day of July, 2016.

Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the Resolution authorizing the Chairman to execute the SPLOST Agreement.  Mr. Deloach seconded the motion and it passed with all in favor.

After that the Board considered a resolution calling for a Special Election to Impose a County Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax.  The resolution calls for the election to take place on November 8, 2016 and if approved the tax would begin on April 1st 2018.  This is the only General Election between now and the time the current SPLOST expires stated the Administrator.  The Resolution reads as follows:
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BURKE COUNTY, GEORGIA, THE CITY COUNCILS OF THE CITIES OF WAYNESBORO, SARDIS, MIDVILLE, KEYSVILLE, VIDETTE AND OF THE TOWN OF GIRARD; IMPOSING A COUNTY ONE PERCENT SALES AND USE TAX AS AUTHORIZED BY PART 1 OF ARTICLE 3 OF CHAPTER 8 OF TITLE 48 OF THE OFFICIAL CODE OF GEORGIA ANNOTATED, SPECIFYING THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH TAX ARE TO BE USED; SPECIFYING THE PERIOD OF TIME FOR WHICH SUCH TAX SHALL BE IMPOSED; SPECIFYING THE ESTIMATED COST OF THE FACILITIES TO BE FUNDED FROM THE PROCEEDS OF SUCH TAX; REQUESTING THE ELECTION SUPERINTENDENT TO CALL AN ELECTION OF THE VOTERS OF BURKE COUNTY TO APPROVE THE IMPOSITION OF SUCH SALES AND USE TAX; APPROVING THE FORM OF BALLOT TO BE USED IN SUCH AN ELECTION; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.  

WHEREAS, Part 1 of Article 3 of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. (the “Act”) authorizes the imposition of a county one percent sales and use tax (the “SPLOST”) for the purpose, inter alia, of financing certain capital outlay projects which include those set forth herein; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, Georgia (the “Board of Commissioners”)  has determined that it is in the best interest of the citizens of Burke County, Georgia (the “County”) that a one percent SPLOST be imposed in a special district within the County to raise approximately $30,293,940 for the purpose of funding capital outlay projects (the “Projects”); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners mailed a written notice (the “Notice”) to the Mayor in each municipality located within the County regarding the continuation of the SPLOST; and

WHEREAS, the Notice contained the date, time, place, and purpose of a meeting at which designated representatives of the County and the City of Waynesboro, the City of Sardis, the City of Midville, the City of Keysville, the City of Vidette and the Town of Girard (“the Municipalities”) met and discussed the possible projects for inclusion in the referendum, including municipally owned and operated projects; and

WHEREAS, the Notice was delivered or mailed at least 10 days prior to the date of the meeting, and the meeting was held at least 30 days prior to the issuance of a call for the referendum; and

WHEREAS, the County has entered into an intergovernmental agreement with the Municipalities that are party to the Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipalities represent 33 percent of the total population of the County;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of Burke County, the City of Waynesboro, the City of Sardis, the City of Midville, the Town of Girard, the City of Keysville and the City of Vidette, Georgia as follows:

A. Assuming the question of imposing a County SPLOST is approved by the voters of the special district in the election hereinafter referred to; the SPLOST shall be imposed for the term, purposes and costs as follows:

1. In order to finance the Projects described herein, a SPLOST in the amount of one percent (1%) on all sales and uses in the County is hereby authorized to be levied and collected within the special district created in the County as provided in the Act.  

2. The proceeds of such tax are to be used to fund the Projects. The Projects consist of “County Projects” and “Municipal Projects.”  The County Projects, the Municipal Projects, and the estimated Costs are set forth below:

County Projects 



Estimated Costs

Road & Bridge Improvements



$   5,000,000

Recreation Facility Improvements


$   2,000,000

Airport Improvements




$      450,000

EOC/911 Center Project




$   3,000,000

Animal Shelter





$      500,000

Jail Improvements





$      500,000

EMA Improvements




$      400,000

EMS Equipment





$      600,000

Fire Equipment





$   1,000,000

Law Enforcement Equipment



$   1,200,000

Hospital Equipment & Renovations


$   1,365,000

Development Authority – Development of Westside





Industrial Park





$   2,516,000

Building Construction & Renovations


$   1,800,300

Municipal Projects



Estimated Costs

Waynesboro Projects




$   7,514,400

Sardis Projects





$   1,296,840

Midville Projects





$      348,450

Girard Projects





$      203,010

Keysville Projects





$      454,500

Vidette Projects





$      145,440

3. The SPLOST is to be imposed for a period of Six (6) years.

B. Call for the Election; Ballot Form; Notice.

1. The Board of Elections of Burke County is hereby requested to call an election in all voting precincts in the County on the 8th day of November, 2016, for the purpose of submitting to the qualified voters of the County the question set forth in paragraph I. below.
2. The ballots to be used in the election shall have written or printed thereon substantially the following: 


“(  ) Yes
Shall a special one percent sales and use tax be imposed in the                      special district of Burke County for a period of time not to exceed 6 years for the raising of an estimated amount of $30,293,940 for the purpose of (1) funding Road & Bridge Improvements, Recreation Facility Improvements, Airport Improvements, the EOC/911 Center Project, an Animal Shelter, Jail Improvements, EMA Improvements, EMS Equipment, Fire Equipment, Law Enforcement Equipment, Hospital Equipment & Renovations, Development Authority – Development of Westside Industrial Park, and Building Construction & Renovation projects for  Burke County; (2) for funding Water Capital Improvements, Sewer Capital Improvements, Stormdrain Capital Improvements, Road & Street Improvements, Recreation Improvements, Building Capital Improvements, and Equipment for the City of Waynesboro; (3) Water & Sewer Improvements, Downtown Façade Project, Capital Equipment and  Roads Paving and Sidewalks for the City of Sardis; (4) Repairs to Roof on Old School Building, Water & Sewer Improvements, Major Police Equipment, Community House Improvements, Street & Road Improvements/Beautification and Equipment for the City of Midville;              (5) Building Renovations, Installation of Sidewalks and Creation of a Small Park for the Town of Girard; and, (6) for  funding for Water and Sewer System Projects, Streets & Drainage Improvements and Equipment, City Hall & Multipurpose Building Projects, Parks & Recreation Improvements & Equipment and Land Acquisition for City of Keysville; and (7) Water System Improvements for the City of Vidette?


(   ) No”

3. It is hereby requested that the election be held by the Board of Elections of Burke County in accordance with the election laws of the State of Georgia, including, without limitation, the election laws relating to special elections.  It is hereby further requested that the Board of Elections of Burke County canvass the returns declare the result of the election and certify the result to the Secretary of State and to the Commissioner of Revenue. 

4. The Board of Elections of Burke County is hereby authorized and requested to publish a notice of the election as required by law in the newspaper in which Sheriff’s advertisements for the County are published once a week for four weeks immediately preceding the date of the election.  The notice of the election shall be in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.

C. The Clerk of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized and directed to deliver a copy of the resolution to the Board of Elections of Burke County, with a request that the Board of Elections of Burke County issue the call for an election. 

D. The proper officers and agents of the County are hereby authorized to take any and all further actions as may be required in connection with the imposition of SPLOST.

E. The Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.  

Mr. Deloach made a motion to adopt the resolution calling for a special election.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion and it carried with all four in favor.   
The next item on the agenda was a notification from the City of Waynesboro that it has been requested to annex 500 acres owned by the Development Authority into the city limits.  The Authority wants to have the Westside Industrial Park in the City in order to obtain city water, sewer and gas service.  The Administrator pointed out that State law provides that cities are to notify the County when an annexation is proposed.  The County then has 30 days in which to object if they wish.  He further added that he can see no reason to object to this proposal.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to notify the City of Waynesboro that the Board of Commissioners have no objection to the proposed annexation.  Mr. DeLaigle gave the second and the motion passed 4 to 0.  

After this the Commissioners considered a contract with the CSRA Regional Commission for funding for the Senior Nutrition Program.  The Regional Commission was able to negotiate a better price per meal with the recent bid.  Also their funding to the County will stay approximately the same as in the past.  This means that the Regional Commission will pay for more meals than it did in the past.  They will pay for all or part of 139 meals per day.  The Regional Commission has asked the Board to approve the new contract to provide funding for the nutrition program for the fiscal year that began on July 1st.  Mr. Abrams moved to adopt the proposed agreement with the CSRA Regional Commission.  Mr. DeLaigle seconded the motion.  It passed on a unanimous vote.  
The next item was a contract with the Greater Clark Hill Regional Library.  The Burke County Library is a member of a large region in eastern Georgia.  The Agreement continues the relationship with the region that was initiated two years ago.  It also provides more funds to the County than in previous years.  Mr. Abrams made a motion to adopt the agreement with the GCHRL.  Mr. Deloach made the second and the motion carried on a 4 to 0 vote.

After that the Commissioners had a request from the County Extension Service to use a van from the Recreation Department to take a 4-H Wildlife Team to competition in West Virginia.  There were concerns expressed that only employees drive the van given some recent accidents involving volunteers.  Mr. Deloach made the motion to allow the 4-H Wildlife Team to use a County Recreation Van to go to West Virginia.  Mr. Abrams seconded the motion.  It was approved with all in favor.  

County Agent, Peyton Sapp, reported that he would soon be attending a cover crop conference in North Carolina.  

Jessica Hood, Development Director, reported that Authority’s website is live now.  She also noted that she has been fighting rumors of plant closings.  She did not that Butler Industries is ramping down and has been since last spring.    

Phillip Wren, Chief Appraiser, reported that assessment notices have gone out.  He stated that everything is on track.  

Jesse Burke, Public Works Director stated that they are doing grading, paving and cutting grass around the county.  There is a lot of maintenance work going on.  Also he noted that keeping the dumpsters clean is up and down.  He said the cameras help if they are not vandalized.
Finance Director, Michael Wiseman reported that they are working on budget and things are running smooth.

Building Official, Scott Lee, stated that they are working on permits and issuing citations on trash and dumpsters.
Reverend Grant stated that he is not here to complain.  He thanked Commissioner Abrams and Mr. Burke for keeping the road to Ebenezer Church up and maintained.  He said they had a revival and homecoming recently and it rained several nights.  The County worked hard to keep the road in good shape.  

Mrs. Ruby Carter asked about the status of Glisson Road.  The Administrator stated that we have not heard back from Hart Farms which is the outfit that is damaging the road.  He said we sent a letter last month to the office in Watkinsville.  The Commissioners asked the Administrator send a second letter and for the Attorney to look into the proper action to take if we get no satisfaction.

Mr. Obediah Lewis asked if William Tinley Road was still on the list to be paved.  He was told that it is still at the top and the County is still waiting on property owners to give right of way.  Mr. Lewis asked about two roads that were paved without right of way.  He suggested that we condemn the property to get the right of way needed if it can’t be built within the existing road bed.  
Mr. Abrams asked everyone to support the coming vote on SPLOST.  He noted that it is very important to be able to fund capital improvements without having to go up on property tax.    
Being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM.
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