BURKE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
CALLED MEETING AND BUDGET WORKSESSION

August 3, 2016
The Burke County Board of Commissioners met on Wednesday, August 3, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. at the Commissioners Meeting Room.  Present at this meeting were Commissioners Lucious Abrams, Wayne Crockett, George Deloach and Terri Lodge Kelly.  Also in attendance was County Administrator, Merv Waldrop.  
The first item of business was to consider a proposal for funding of an obstruction removal and road relocation project at the Burke County Airport.  The DOT has allocated $150,000 in Federal funds for this project.  They are asking for the County to commit to match funds up to $8,334.00 for the job.  The project will remove berms and other obstructions at the airport and relocate McMaster Road to remove it from the clearance zone at the end of the runway.  Mr. Abrams moved to enter the agreement with the DOT for obstruction removal and relocation of McMaster Road.  Mrs. Kelly seconded the motion.  It carried on a vote of 4 to 0.  
The next item of business was a request from the DOT Transportation Improvement Act staff related to the Waynesboro Westside Truck Route.  The DOT wants the County’s concurrence on the proposed route and design of the truck route that would run from the intersection of SR 56 and SR 24 along Lovers Lane to Herman Lodge Boulevard then across the Hopkins pecan orchard to US 25 at Industrial Drive.  The Board had a number of questions and concerns.  The Administrator explained that the DOT was constrained by the limited funds since they can only use the TSPLOST funds for this project.  He noted that he had also asked if they can relocate it to the northwest to avoid the Westgate Subdivision.  The consensus of the Board was to send Commissioner Deloach to meet with the Commissioner of the Georgia DOT to ask for the truck route to be four laned and relocated to avoid Lovers Lane.  
After that the Board heard from Judge Wimberly regarding the Magistrates Court budget.  The Judge asked for $6000 over what was recommended by the Administrator.  The Judge admitted that he had not gotten a budget request in on time this year.  He went over the line items that he wanted to see increased.    He further asked the Board to consider moving the Code Enforcement Officer to the Magistrates Court from the Planning Commission.  He said that he needed someone to serve papers for his court.  He added that he needed a sworn law enforcement officer assigned to his court.    
The Board then considered a request from Library Director, Gwen Jackson for increased hours for a position at the Library.  She asked to reclassify a part time Library Aide to be a full time position.  All the other items in her budget request were included in the Administrator’s recommended budget.    

Chairman Crocket noted that Colton West from WJBF television was in attendance.  He had some concerns and questions about the status of Animal Control in Burke County.  The Administrator pointed out that the recommended budget includes funds for three positions and construction of a shelter.  All the Commissioners expressed their support for the adding an animal services department.  
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
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